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#—| Article

KUTAKUTTU:

THE POT DANCE OF KRSNA
IN TAMIL LITERATURE AND
ICONS WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO

SAIVA TIRUMURAIGAL

K. Vadivelou & Dr. Saju George

he Cilappatikaram, known as Muttamil Kappiyam,

references Patinoratal, comprising eleven distinct
types of dances. Kutakiittu, performed by Krsna, is
one of these dances showcased by Madhavi during her
Arangetram. This dance is acknowledged in various
Tamil literary works, praising Krsna, found in Sangam
literature texts like Paripatal, Vaishnavite Bhakti
literature Nalayira Divya Prabandham by Alvars, and
later literary compositions. Icons portraying this dance
adorn numerous South Indian temples. Appar, a devoted
Saivite, and Céraman Perumal Nayanar, esteemed as
Nayanmars, reference this dance in their works within a
collection of Saiva Tirumuraigal. Kutakdttu is also noted
in the later period's minor literature genre. Recognized
as a source of evolution, Kutakiittu transformed into the
present-day Karakattam.

Kutakiittu

Kutakiittu, a dance form involving pots as props, is
associated with Lord Vishnu in Tamil literature, where
he is referred to as Tirumal, Netumal, Malon, Mayon. In
various Tamil literary works from the Sangam period,
Vishnu is depicted performing Kutakiittu. The dance
recounts the story of Tirumal gracefully dancing with a
pot made of a combination of metal and clay in the city
of Sonipuram, rescuing Anirudhan, captivated by the
demon king Vanasura.

@e0cccccccccsscccsccscccscccsccscccste

00 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

This dance form is recognized as one of the six
enduring dances and is categorized among the eleven
dances collectively known as Patinoradal. Kutakdttu,
characterized by standing and swaying movements, is
part of the eleven dance forms, which include Alliyam,
kotukotti, kutai, kutam, pantarankam, mal, kutakkdittu,
péti, marakkal, pavaikkittu, kataiyam. Among these,
Kutakittu is one of the six vinotak kattu varieties. It
was also referred to as Kumpakkiittu.

Kutakiittu in Tamil literature

References to Kutakiittu span from Sangam classics
to later works in the minor literary genre in Tamil
literature. This dance form is particularly associated with
Krsna, known as Tirumal, Netumal, Malon, and Mayon
in Tamil literary works. Cilappatikaram, Paripatal,
Nalayira Divya Prabandham, Saiva Tirumuraigal,
Tiruvaranga Kalampagam, and Puduvai Arunachalam
Pillai Tamil are among the notable texts that mention
both Kumpakkiittu and Kutakkdttu.

Kutakkiittu in Cilappatikaram

In the Cilappatikaram, the reference to Patinoratal
encompasses eleven different dance forms, including
Kutakdttu performed by Krsna, showcased by Madhavi
during her Arangetram. The mentions of Kutakattu in
Cilappatikaram are found in Pukar Kantam, particularly
in Arank@érrukatai and Katal Atu Katai.

B, Qe @pafuiesr
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Arank@rrukatai provides a brief reference to

(Cilappatikaram. 6. 54,55).

combination of metal and clay.
Kutakkdittu in Paripatal :
in Paripatal, the classic Tamil poetry and the fifth of :
the Eight Anthologies in Sangam literature, comprises :
musical songs known as Pan. In the third hymn of :
Paripatal, attributed to the poet Katuvan Ilavéniyanar, :
Krsna is depicted as the Kutakiittu dancer:

“..cen kat kari! Karun kan vellai! Pon kat paccai!
Pain kan ma'al! :

Itavala! Kuta ala! Kovala! Kavala! Kana marapa!
Ni1ya ninaiva!
Maya manna! Ulaku al mannaval..” :
(Paripatal. 3. 83,84) :
Kutakkiittu in Muttollayiram :

Muttollayiram, a literary work from around the
Sth century CE, extols the Céra, Cola, and Pandia :
Kings. Comprising two thousand and seven hundred :
songs, with nine hundred dedicated to each king, only :
a few songs from this work are available today. The :
author’s name remains unknown. The fourth song of :
Muttollayiram praises the Pandia King Maran as the :
incarnation of Lord Krsna:

“kuintanma konru kutamatik kévalanayp Puntotiyaip :
pulkiya fianruntal yankolittay :

Tennavang te€rventé térunirk Katalar mannavang :
marpin maru.”

This expresses admiration for the Pandian king,
addressing him as the one who, in the city of Kiital also :
called as Madurai, defeated the demon horse, performed :
the pot dance in the city of the demon king Pana, and :
had a dark mole on his chest. The poet intriguingly :
questions, “Now it is not seen. Where did you hide it?” :
highlighting the king as the incarnation of Krsna and :
prompting the inquiry about the disappearance of the :
distinctive freckle marks. (Pandian, 43) :

Kutakkiittu in Nalayira Divya Prabandam

Nalayira Divya Prabandam is a compilation of :
around four thousand hymns dedicated to the praise of *

By, OF@haiufesr
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: Lord Vishnu. Authored by twelve Alvars between the
the eleven dances, stating, “..Patinoratalum pattum :
kottum..” (Cilappatikaram. 3. 14). Detailed information :
on the eleven dances is available in Katal Atum
Katai. In the Cilappatikaram Pukar Kantam — Katal :
Atum Katai, the dance is described as, “..Vanan périr :
marukitai natantu ninilam alanton atiya kutamum..” :

7th and 9th centuries CE, this anthology was organized
by Nathamuni. In Nalayira Divya Prabandam, various
hymns highlight the dances of Krishna, specifically the
Kalinga Narthana, dancing on the hood of the snake
Kalinga and Kutakttu, the pot dance. Kutakittu is a
significant aspect of Krishna depicted in different works

: of various Alvars within Nalayira Divya Prabandam.
Here, Ninilam Alanton refers to Krsna, who danced : Many references to Kutakdttu found in different hymns
to rescue Anirudhan imprisoned by Vanacura for loving as,
his daughter Usha. Krsna’s dance took place in the :
streets of Vanacuran’s city called Sonipuram, where :

he gracefully performed with a pot crafted from a :

In Periyalvar tirumoli -2:
“Kutankal etuttu ra vittuk kiittata valla em kove...”
(Nalayira Divya Prabandham — 188)
Andal’s Nacciyar tirumoli:
“Tatattu avil tamaraip
Kutattai etuttu eravittuk kiittata valla em kove...”
(Nalayira Divya Prabandham — 529)

Tiruccanta Virutham by Tirumalicai Piran:
“Katam kalantu...... Kutam kalanta kiittan aya
kontalvanna... (Nalayira Divya Prabandham- 789)

Tirumankaiyalvar Periya Tirumoli-2
on Thirukadalmallai: “P&yt tayai mulai unta pillai-
tannai....... Kutam atu kattan-tannai....”

(Nalayira Divya Prabandham- 1090)
Tirumankaiyalvar Periya Tirumoli-3
on Tiruvali: “Kuyil alum valar polil ctil tan kutantaik
kutam ati...” (Nalayira Divya Prabandham-1205)

Tirumankaiyalvar Periya Tirumoli-5,
on Tirunankir : “Kanru-atanal vilavu erintu kani
utirtta kalai..... kutam atu kattan....”

(Nalayira Divya Prabandham- 1245)

Tirumankaiyalvar Periya Tirumoli-5, |

on Thiruvarangam : “Tatu atu vana malai tarand?

........ Piimél matu alan kutam ati matuciitan..
(Nalayira Divya Prabandham- 1393)

Tirumankaiyalvar Periya Tirumoli-6:
“Collay tiru marva unakku akit tontu patta
nallénai....Malla kutam ati matucitang......
((NalaayiraNalayira Divya Prabandham — 1476)
Tirumankaiyalvar Periya Tirumoli-6
on Tirunaraiyiir : “Tunru olit tukil patalam....
Manru arak kutam ati..”.

(NalaayiraNalayira Divya Prabandham — 1531)

: Saiva Tirumuraigal

The Saiva Tirumuraigal, or Tirumurai, consists of

twelve volumes of hymns dedicated to Lord Shiva,

serving as primary scriptures for Tamil Shaivites.
Authored by twenty-seven devotees, the first three
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volumes, Tirufianacampantar Tévaram, are attributed :
to Tirufianacampantar. Volumes four to six, known :

as Tirunavukkaracar Tévaram, were composed by : Kutakkiittu in Kalampakam and Pillai Tamil

Tirunavukkaracar. Cuntarar Tevaram, the seventh :

Volume, 'S the'work of Cuntare}r..MamlﬁkaV_a cakar to the Pirapantankal, are minor literary genres in
contributed the eighth volume, consisting of Tiruvasagam Tamil language, that flourished in the later centuries.
and Tirukkovaiyar. The ninth volume, Tiruvisaipa, is a Tiruvaratika Ka,lampakam a work by Pillai Perumal
compilation of hymns sung by nine poets. Tirumular's Aiyankar in the 17th cen‘;ury CE praise“s Vishnu a‘;
three-thousand-verse Tirumandiram constitutes the tenth : Srirangam and includes a reference t’0 Krsna's Kutakiittu
volume. The eleventh, Patinonram Tirumurai, compiles : dance with the mention of “Kuta n‘a't'am me{kilntu
works from twelve poets. Cekkilar authored the twelfth kuravaikal” (Kameswaran, i), : ; -

volume, Periya Puranam or Tiruttontar Puranam.
Kutakkiittu in Saiva Tirumuraigal

volume, also known as Patinonram Tirumurai, a collection
of works by twelve devotees. The second mention

Ceéraman Peruma] Nayanar.
Kutakkiittu in Tévaram

hymns, and follows the Tantakam literary format.

“patamatu pannakakkac cacaittan kantay
.....kutamati yitamakak kontan kantay
Kotika amarnturaiyun kulakan tang”.

1s referred to as Késavartta Mirtti or Hariharar.
Kutakiittu in Patinonram Tirumurai

mcludes a reference to as,

“itammal valantan itappal, tulayvalap palonkonrai
Vatamal itantukil tolvalam, ali itamvalamman
Itamal karital valafic€, tivanuk kelilnalaficér

2enev 2024

form is known as Harihara Murthy, a significant aspect
in Shaivism, representing a union of Shiva and Vishnu.

Kalampakam and Pillai Tamil poetry, belonging

Puduvai Arunachalam Pillai Tamil, another late-

: century piece, offers praise to a benefactor named

In the twelve volumes of Saiva Tirumuraigal, : Arunachalam. In this work, the poet extols the hero as

references to Kutakittu are found in two places. The : 5 devotee of Muruga, the nephew of Vishnu, dancing

first reference is in the sixth volume of Tirumurai, Aram : Kutakdittu, with the lines “Kutanata mitumukila

Tirumurai, specifically in the 8th hymn of Tirukotikka : marumakan vintota kokkena niraponaik kurivali

Tevaram. The second reference appears in the eleventh yamarporu mayil kata viyacéy kukkuta mattonai”
. (Chandrasekharan, 330). Both works contribute to the
. rich tapestry of references to Kutakdittu in Tamil literature.

of Kutakiittu is found in Ponvannattantati, written by : Temple of Pot Dancer, Kudamatum Kittar Koil
. )

Kudamatum Kittar Koil, also known as the Kutamadu

R ) ) o Kattar Temple in Tirunankdr, holds significance in
In Tirukotikka Tevaram, specifically in Aram : vajshnavism and is among the 108 Temples revered in

Tirumurai, the sixth volume of Tirumurai, which : s tradition. Tirumankai Alvar, one of the twelve Alvars,

comprises 100 Patikam, each set containing 10 to 11 composed hymns praising Kutamadu Kiittan, the main
. deity of the temple, with verses like "Kanratanal malai

. tatuttuk kutamatun kuttan."

Built during the Chola period in the 9th to 10th

- century CE, the temple underwent later renovations in the
(Tirumurai- 06.81.08) : Nayak period. The deity, Kudamatum Kittar, is depicted

In this verse, Tirunavukkaracar praises Shiva, stating
that his left part was spared for Vishnu, who danced the :
Kutakiittu. This amalgamated form of Shiva and Vishnu :
. region. (Nedunchezhiyan, 40)
. KutakKiittu in Icons

In Patinonram Tirumurai, the eleventh volume of :
Saiva Tirumuraigal, a hymn dedicated to Lord Shiva :
: through numerous temple icons. The meticulous work
of Dr.mM. Rasamanicanakar Centre for Historical
: Research has unveiled thirty-six icons of Kutakittu in
. various temples. Temples like Aiyarappar Temple in

Kutamal itamvalan kokkarai, yamernkal kiittanukka”. : Thiruvaiyaru, Brahadeeshwarar Temple in Thanjavur,

(Tirumurai- 11.06.06) :

] ) o ) . these representations of the dance form.
This hymn from Patinonram Tirumurai, composed by :

Céraman Perumal Nayanar, praises Lord Shiva’s dance, : . neludes Abathsak T le ;
mentioning Kutakittu, the dance of Krsna. Céraman : cons 1n<.: udes athsakayeswarar .emp ¢ H.l

o Nrme o~ . . . . .+ Adudurai, Umamaheshwarar Temple in Koneri
Perumal Nayanar describes the deity with the right side : .. ’ N .
dancing Kokarai and the left side performing Kutakittu, Rajapuram, Kodeeswarar Temp le in Tirukodika, and
depicting the features of Lord Shiva and Vishnu. This Kalyanasundareswarar Temple in Nallur, among others.

in a sitting position with a pot at his feet, symbolizing
the association with Kutakuittu. The temple stands as a
testament to the rich cultural and religious heritage of the

Kutakittu, a captivating art form, found celebration
and recognition in Tamil society, leaving its mark

and Sivaloganathar Temple in Kiramam proudly display

The diverse range of temples hosting Kutakiittu

By, GO @heiufesr
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Different sizes and postures of this artistic dance form can
be observed in temples such as Arasaleeswarar Temple in
Olinthiapet, Perumal Temple in Ulagapuram, and Konar
Koil in Tirumalpur. Each temple adds a unique dimension
to the celebration of Kutakiittu, reflecting the cultural
richness of Tamil Nadu.

Among the thirty-six Kutakiittu icons identified by
Dr. M. Rasamanicanakar Centre for Historical Research
in Tiruchirappalli, four showcase the elegant artistry
of women dancers. The Saptharisheeswarar Temple
in Tavatturai stands out with a depiction of a Bhita
gana engaging in Kutakiittu in the Garuda Mandala.
Additionally, nine icons capture the essence of this dance
form by incorporating musical instruments to complement
the performance.

The dance itself involves a skillful display of balance,
with dancers expertly maneuvering pots on their heads,
shoulders, hands, and ankles. In some instances, multiple
pots are tossed into the air, creating a captivating spectacle
as the falling pots are deftly balanced and shuffled during
intricate head, hand, and foot movements. This adds a
dynamic and visually stunning dimension to the Kutakittu
tradition, showcasing the diverse expressions of this
cultural art form.

Kutakkiittu icon in Kerala

The Thrikodithanam Mahavishnu temple in Kerala,
also known as Tirukkatitanam Arputa Narayanan koyil,
features a captivating Kutakiittu sculpture of Lord Krsna
on the right side of the steps leading to the Sanctum
Sanctorum. In this artistic representation, Krsna is
depicted dancing with numerous pots, skillfully throwing
them into the sky while maintaining a delicate balance on
his shoulders and catching the falling pots. This intricately
crafted sculpture captures the essence of Kutakittu,
showcasing the dynamic and vibrant nature of Lord
Krsna’s dance. Hymns sung by Nammalvar in praise of
this temple can be found in the revered scripture Nalayira
Divya Prabhandam.

Conclusion

The dance form of Kutakiittu, celebrated as one of the
eleven dances in the Patinoratal tradition, has deep roots in
Tamil literary and religious history. Its earliest references
in Sangam Classics like Cilappatikaram, Paripatal, and
Muttollayiram attest to its enduring cultural significance.
Bhakti literature, particularly the hymns of Alvars, further
amplifies the reverence for Kutakiittu, portraying Lord
Vishnu's pot dance in various poetic expressions. The
dance's resonance is not confined to Vaishnavite traditions
alone, as Shaivite saints like Appar and Ce&raman Perumal
Nayanar also acknowledge its importance in their hymns
set in Saiva Tirumuraigal.

By, OF@haiufesr
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The presence of Kutakiittu icons in numerous temples
across Tamil Nadu, along with its incorporation into
temple festivals and processions, underscores its enduring
cultural and religious relevance. Dr. M. Rasamanicanakar
Centre for Historical Research's identification of thirty-
six Kutakdittu icons, including those danced by women,
highlights the diversity within this art form. Mr. Projesh,
author of "Dance of India," aptly characterizes Kutakdittu
as aritualistic and semi-religious dance, tracing its origins
to folk traditions and its adaptation into contemporary
expressions like Karakattam. Kutakiittu has consistently
served as a dynamic component within the cultural fabric
of Tamil society, skillfully intertwining with literary,
religious, and performative aspects across numerous
centuries.
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