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Figure 12. The comparison of genetic and linguistio trees (Cavalli-Sforza et al.
1983, pp. 6002-8).
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A Lexical Analysis of Nationhood
and Patriotism in the Select Poems
of Alfred Lord Tennyson

B. Thangamarimuthu
Dr. C.S.Jeyaraman

The Victorian period shows the rapid expansion of British imperialism and
moving social dynamics that have changed into. time of profound national self-
reflection. During the period, the concept of nationhood has become central to
public discourse. Britain sought to define its identity through its growing empire
and its evolving position on the world stage. One of the most influential figures
shaping the literary and cultural conversation about Britain's nationhood was
Alfred, Lord Tennyson. He was the Poet Laureate from 1850 until 1892. Tennyson's
poetry meditated on the values of Victorian society. His engagement with the
subjects of patriotism, responsibility, and imperial ambition made him. key
voice in articulating British national identity. This study plans to explore
Tennyson's portrayal of nationhood through lexical evaluation of the select five
poems Ulysses, The Princess, The Charge of the Light Brigade, To the Queen
and Morte d' Arthur.

&G 2026 68 By Qo epaiudon

2 HHA llEo



Tennyson's position as. poet means that his
work was no longer simply an expression of
inventive sentiment but often served as. reflection
of the collective recognition of his time. His poetry
addressed the anxieties and aspirations of the state
and his remedy of nationhood aligned with the
moral and ideological imperatives of Victorian
Britain. In precise terms, Tennyson's work frequently
celebrated the virtues of obligation, sacrifice, and
loyalty, which were seen as important to retaining
the harmony of the British Empire. Through the
scrutiny of lexical alternatives in his poetry,
Tennyson used language to assemble and
communicate his imagination and prescience of
British nationhood. The five poems provide. diverse
range of subjects on nationhood. In "Ulysses”,
Tennyson presents the growing-older hero's
discernment as. symbol of persistence and leadership
that resonates with the Victorian ideal of national
responsibility. "The Princess” explores the
relationship between the individual and collective
obligations for the country’s future. These poems
highlight Tennyson's notion of the significance of
ethical leadership and private obligation in the
construction of. sturdy and virtuous nation. "To the
Queen" takes. more explicitly political approach to
the theme of nationhood, as the name for team spirit
among many British people and loyalty to the
monarchy. In these poems, Tennyson emphasises
the importance of imperial team spirit and the
valuable function of the monarchy in maintaining
the brotherly love of the British Empire. The Charge
of the Light Brigade portrays patriotism and
sacrifice. Morte d' Arthur elicits British identity and
courage to defeat vices that encumber the nation.
Hislanguagein theseworks displays. deep dedication
to the beliefs of loyalty and patriotism. He sees
national spirit and patriotism as vital to preserving
the state's greatness. The lexical evaluation of these
poems shows how Tennyson's language serves the
prophetic ideas of British nationhood. By analysing
recurring words, terms, and linguistic styles, this
study will examine how Tennyson's poetry broadens
the cultural undertaking of defining and reinforcing
British identity. Nevertheless, this study contributes
to. deeper knowledge of Victorian poetry engaged
with the political and social realities of its time.

Review of Literature

The subject of nationhood in the poetry of
Alfred Lord Tennyson has been. full-size location of
scholarly inquiry, with various studies examining
how his works reflect and shape Victorian ideals of
British identity, imperialism, and patriotism.
Tennyson's engagement with nationhood focuses
on his lexical choices in the poems Ulysses, The
Princess, The Charge of the Light Brigade, To the
Queen, and Morte d'/Arthur.

Bevis (2024) explores the function of sound in
Tennyson's poetry and explains how the poet's
auditory competencies enhance the stylistic
precision and emotional intensity of the poem. The
study argues that Tennyson's "Ulysses” exemplifies
an artistry in which the sound of language conveys
the internal battles and resilience of his characters.
Tennyson's modulation and rhythm show how these
factors contribute to the Victorian poetic and
aesthetic sense and produce an experience of moral
judgment. This work sheds light on the auditory
sophistication Tennyson brought to English
literature and underscores his influence on literary
expression through sound.

Basumatary (2024) draws. compelling
assessment that Tennyson's "The Charge of the
Light Brigade” shows heroism and sacrifice. The
researchers examine the portrayal of the bravery of
the soldiers and the glorification of responsibility in
the work. The analysis shows how the poems differ
in style and era and evoke similar emotional
responses that question the price of loyalty and the
legacy of conflict. This work complements the
information on how poetic subjects can transcend
time and form.

Guimardes (2014) examines the gender
dynamics in the poem "The Princess” and focuses
on the portrayal of the mythical girl archetype in
the mid-Victorian period. Tennyson displays
Victorian society and the perspectives on gender
roles in the poem. The researcher studied the poem
within. cultural context of imaginary development
and constraint. The lexical analysis highlights the

: poem's expectations of femininity and explores the
¢ bounds of social reform. This offers an in-depth
. study of the complex techniques in the use of lexical
terms of gender and style.
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Raghavan (2020) explores "Morte d'Arthur” and
emphasises the themes of loyalty and heroism. The
analysis examines the poem’s narrative shape and
the use of chivalric and Christian symbolism to
illustrate the legacy of King Arthur. The analysis
examines how Tennyson weaves Victorian beliefs
in moral integrity and reflects the craving moral
ethics of the society. The study offers valuable
insights into Tennyson's adaptation of medieval
romance and positions the poem as. timeless
meditation on rule, management, loss and the power
of legacy.

Scott (2024) explores Queen Victoria by tracing
shifts in his determination to her for the duration
of his career. Tennyson's poetic tributes to Victoria
reveal how his belief in the Queen developed through
mirroring her role as both. personal woman and.
national icon. The researcher argues that Tennyson's
depictions of Victoria reflect Victorian beliefs in
loyalty and admiration for the monarchy, but also
convey. personal admiration for her resilience. To
the Queen, Tennyson gives. heartfelt dedication,
expressing the honour and admiration he held for
her as the sovereign of Britain. The poem conveys
the imagination and vision of Victoria as an ethical
model for the kingdom that embodies virtues like
loyalty, compassion and charm. Tennyson celebrates
Queen Victoria in guiding Britain through its
challenges and expresses. desire for her persevering
strength. This work serves as. testament to
Tennyson's loyalty to Queen Victoria.

Tennyson's Poems represent. foundation of
Victorian poetry by displaying lyrical brilliance and
thematic breadth. Tennyson blends private emotion
with broader social issues, and these resonate
throughout the selected poems. No further work on
the lexical analysis of nationhood and patriotism
has ever been made. This work will be. pioneering
one to understand the spirit of national identity and
patriotism through lexical analysis of the selected
poems.

Theoretical Framework

This study employs. multifaceted theoretical
framework that integrates factors of lexical
evaluation, cultural nationalism and patriotism
within the select poetry of Alfred Lord Tennyson.
Tennyson's lexical alternatives assemble and bring

imperial duty across selected poems.

The lexical analysis aids in the scientific study
of the language utilised in Tennyson's poetry. The
phrases and stylistic devices reveal how specific
lexical choices contribute to the development of
national identity and ideals. This permits the
identification of key topics consisting of duty,
sacrifice, and leadership that are significant to
Tennyson's portrayal of nationhood. The theme of
patriotism has been analysed to contextualise the
selected poems within the framework of British
imperialism. It allows for. critical examination of
how Tennyson's poetry displays and responds to the
complexities of national identity in. Victorian era
marked by colonial expansion and cultural
hegemony. The consequences of Tennyson's
depictions of army valour and loyalty to the Crown
show how his works may also analyse imperialism.
Nationhood further enriches the evaluation of
Tennyson's poetry within the context of Victorian
cultural identity. This theoretical framework
emphasises the connection among literature,
nationhood and patriotism, and suggests that
Tennyson's works promote national spirit among
the readers. By employing such theoretical
perspectives, the study offers. clear understanding
of Tennyson's poetry that portrays British
nationhood. The poems Ulysses, The Princess, The
Charge of the Light Brigade, To the Queen and Morte
d'Arthur are taken for the study.

Nationhood and Patriotism

The lexical analysis of the select poems unfolds
the themes of leadership, duty, imperial spirit,
national identity, action, education, progress,
gender, responsibility, love, duty, quest, unity, valour,
courage, glory, sacrifice, honour, loyalty, reverence,
monarchy, British identity, queen, hope, heroic
deeds, transience etc that point out the moral virtues
that are needed for the spirit of patriotism and the
pride of nationhood.

"Ulysses" displays the themes of duty and quest
for the cause that contribute to the power of British
nationhood. This lexical assessment examines key
phrases in the poem and highlights how the lexical
choices empower imagination and portray the
vision of national identity and imperial duty. "Tam.

: part of all that. have met." (Ulysses, L.18) The word

.
o I

notions of British identification, patriotism, and :

70

part of all that. have met” suggests. collective
identity, emphasising the interconnectedness of
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experiences that form. person's identity. The use of
"T" positions Ulysses as. representative of the state
by conveying an experience of responsibility for
steering collective experiences. "To strive, to seek,
to find, and not to yield." (Ulysses, L.70) The words
"strive," "searching for,” and "locate” emphasise.
proactive stance and indicate the Victorian ethos of
development and exploration in life. The phrase "no
longer to yield" condenses the idea of unwavering
dedication to national identity by suggesting that
genuine management involves perseverance in the
face of adversity.

The lines ".. for my purpose holds. To sail
beyond the sunset..” (Ulysses, L. 61-62) The imagery
such as "beyond the sunset” inspires. sense of
journey and exploration and it reflects the imperial
spirit that was universal in Victorian Britain. The
word 'motive’ conveys. clear sense of course and
purpose by linking Ulysses’ quest to the imperial
goals of the country. This lexical preference posits
the speaker as. hero in his very own spirit and also
as. parent embodying the aspirations of. kingdom
and to achieve new horizons for the sake of the
country. "This is my son, Mine own Telemachus.”
(Ulysses, L. 33) The word "Telemachus,’ Ulysses' son,
introduces the topic of generational continuity and
legacy. By regarding his son, Ulysses implies the
transfer of knowledge, values, and responsibilities
to the next generation. This connection emphasises
adolescents' role in shaping the country’s future. "To
follow knowledge like. sinking star." (Ulysses, L. 31)
The metaphor of. "sinking big name" conveys each
aspiration and inevitability suggests that the pursuit
of knowledge is. guiding light even though it is not
possible. The word encourages movement and
emphasises the dynamic nature of seeking facts and
expertise. Thislexical study promotesanimaginative
and clairvoyant view of nationhood that prioritises
continuous learning and exploration as essential
components of national identity.

Alfred Lord Tennyson's "The Princess” portrays
the concept of nationhood that are intricately woven
into his lexical choices. This analysis specialises in
key lines and terms, highlighting how Tennyson's
language constructs. vision of British nationhood
that intertwines private development with

nationhood identification. The lines below portray
individual identification and collective identity by :

positioning the speaker as both. frontrunner and.
consultant of the populace. The phrase "by the

happy threshold” creates an effective link between
the monarchy and the people by suggesting that
proper leadership entails information and
embodying the needs of the state. Tennyson's lexical
preference here reflects an innovative view of gender
roles by highlighting women's ability to contribute
to the kingdom's development.

And come, for Love is of the valley, come,
For Love is of the valley, come thou down
And find him; by the happy threshold, he,
Or hand in hand with Plenty in the maise,
Or red with spirted purple of the vats,
Or foxlike in the vine; nor cares to walk
With Death and Morning on the silver horns,
Nor wilt thou snare him in the white ravine,
Nor find him dropt upon the firths of ice,
(The Princess, L.7-15)

The repetition of "Nor"” emphasises inclusivity
by suggesting that the benefits of development and
enlightenment belong to anybody. The use of "love”
fosters. feeling of harmony. The idea of national
prosperity relies upon collaboration between
genders. This lexical framing encourages readers to
keep in mind women's role in shaping the country's
future, reinforcing the perception of shared
responsibility for societal advancement.

The poem "The Charge of the Light Brigade" is.
tribute to valour, sacrifice and the complexities of
responsibility within the context of British
imperialism. This lexical evaluation examines key
traces and terms throughout the poem, highlighting
how Tennyson's lexical choices contribute to the
development of the national idealisation of heroism.
"Half. league, half. league,. Half. league onward." (The
Charge of the Light Brigade, L.1-2) The repetition of
"half. league” creates. rhythmic momentum that
builds urgency and exhilaration. The word conveys
determined, unwavering courage in the face of
danger. This insistence on motion is emblematic of
the British spirit, which Tennyson idealises in the
context of national pride and imperial responsibility.

"Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs not to reason why),
Theirs but to do and die."
(The Charge of the Light Brigade, L. 13-15)

The usage of the possessive pronoun "theirs”

emphasises the collective identity of the soldiers and
. their experience of duty. The structure of chorus and
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its rhythmic, repetitive pattern, reinforces the idea
of unquestioning loyalty and valour by suggesting

nationhood.

"Cannon to right of them,
Cannon to left of them,
Cannon in front of them."
(The Charge of the Light Brigade, L. 18-20).

national identity. The word "wild charge” captures

: casts it as. foundational strength of British
: nationalism.
that their actions are noble even at tragic times. The :

idea of "do or die” encapsulates the sacrifice inherent ' as. tribute to Queen Victoria and embodies themes

in their duty to t},le kll’lngl’l"l,. Into the Valley of . ofloyalty, national harmony, and British nationhood
Death. Rode the six hundred" (The Charge of the : o s .
, ) ... andpatriotism. Thislexical analysis traces the terms
Light Brigade, L. 16-17) Tennyson portrays the life : )
S : thatreveal how Tennyson's language constructs an

and death of the soldiers in the poem. The phrase : . . . .
: imaginative and multifaceted perception of

valley of Death” is. metaphor that signifies the ! nationhood, entangled with the monarchy, by

grave danger faced by the infantrymen. It is. chaos : . ) -
and the word "Death” personifies mortality and z;r;pll)lf;;srler;% the queen’s role as. symbol of stability
highlights the perils of life. Then, the illustration of : '
the numerical specification "six hundred” gives. :
sense of realism and gravity by portraying the squad
as the symbols of national sacrifice. This choice of :
words amplifies the topic of heroism and suggests :

that their bravery elevates them to. higher moral of

Alfred Lord Tennyson's "To the Queen” serves

"And meaning, whom the roar of Hougoumont
Left mightiest of all peoples under heaven?
What shock has fooled her since,
that she should speak
So feebly? Wealthier-- wealthier-- hour by hour!
The voice of Britain, or. sinking land .."

(To the Queen, L. 20-24)

The phrase "voice of Britain" encapsulates the

: reverence of Tennyson for Queen Victoria. The
: phrase "all peoples under heaven” conveys awe and

" e g1k o : admiration and noble virtue of the queen. This
Theterm "cannon” highlights the odd situations : . . . . .
. : ) . lexical choice reinforces the idea that allegiance to
against the problems of life and creates. visual and :

audlt.ory r.h ythm that complement§ the intensity of . identity. The poet identifies the queen as "loyal to
the situation and dras the readers into the chaos of : "
fare. T 's lexical the : theroyal” (To the Queen, L. 1) of the land, Tennyson
watlate. ZTennysons lexical Usage Conveys the ) avates the status of the queen to. dual role of

hazards that surround the brigade and, at the same : leadership and emotional resonance. The word

time, celebrates their willingness to confront such : "loyal” connotes authority and governance, while
demanding situations for the honour of the nation. : " " . -
Acain. the lines "Thei ft K I tto - the word "royal” denotes nationhood. Then, "And
gain, "e mes €lrs No f)ma (?rep Y- MO0 1 ondon rolled one tide of joy through all. Her trebled
reason..." (The Charge of the Light Brigade, L. 13-14) :
reinforce the idea of obligation over character : . .. . IS
) . . . . signifie loyalty, joy and unity in the poem. It
reasoning by emphasising, soldier's roleas. devoted : highlights the essential connection between the
servant of the:' cquntry. The rfepet1t19n of the1rs' : monarchyand the nation's well-being by positioning
creates. collectiveidentity,aligning theinfantrymen’s :

. . ) 2. ] : the Queen as central to the idea of nationhood.
stories with the national spirit. Tennyson's framing :
of right lexical choices glorifies the notion that :
genuine honour lies in unquestioning loyalty and
achievement of responsibility, reflecting the :
Victorian ideals of patriotism. "When can their glory :
fade?. the wild charge they made!” (The Charge of
the Light Brigade, L. 50-51) The question "When can :
their glory fade?” points out the remembrance of :

the soldiers’ bravery by linking their actions to the : o capgulates the vital aspects of British identity. The

. word "greatness” evokes images of bravery and

the chaotic nature of their life and implies that such : resilience, even as it implies. sense of liberty and

fervour is worthy of lasting honour. Tennyson's : tonomy. Tennyson's lexical alternatives in this

choice of phrases conveys pride in their sacrificeand * }je spotlight the values that underpin the nation's

the crown is. foundational element of national

millions, and loud leagues of man” (Queen, L. 8, 9)

"Our ocean-empire with her boundless homes

For ever-broadening England, and her throne

In our vast Orient, and one isle, one isle,

That knows not her own greatness: if she knows

And dreads it, we are fallen.. But thou, my Queen,"
(To the Queen, L. 29-33)

The words "ever-broadening England”
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person, aligning them with the idealised vision of
the monarchy as. protector of these virtues. The
declaration "Our ocean-empire with her boundless
homes"” emphasises the power of the queen and the
country. The phrase "own greatness” conveys powet,
harmony,andresilience, suggesting that nationhood
is derived from loyalty to the crown. Tennyson's
lexical framing here reinforces the perception that
the queen serves as. source of nationhood and
solidarity, critical for retaining national identity.
"Thee and thy Prince! The loyal to their crown. Are
loyal to their own far sons, who love (To the Queen,
L. 27-28). Tennyson's use of lexical choices elevates
the queen to. position of moral authority. It portrays
the queen as. beacon of hope for the nation's
prosperity and unity.

The poem "Morte d'Arthur” explores the final
moment of patriotism and sacrifice of the mythical
King Arthur. It portrays the unswerving knightsand
their symbolic meaning to future generations. The
poem's language is full of medieval chivalric ideals,
valour and the saga of. heroic age. Through lexical
analysis, the poem'’s diction is most effective at
capturing Arthur's patriotic mood. It resonates with
themes of national identity, loyalty, and the loss of.
mythical "Golden Age," paralleling nostalgia for
solidarity and greatness. "So all day long the noise
of battle roll'd. Among the mountains by the winter
sea.” (Morte d'Arthur, L.1-2) The phrases such as
"battle,” "roll'd,” and "winter sea” evoke. grim scene
of endless struggle. The phrase "noise of conflict”
indicates. tumultuous world on the verge of
crumbling. The "sea” implies. sense of chaos and
decline. The words "mountains” and "sea” add
grandeur to the setting by imbuing the scene with.
sense of timeless, nearly elemental significance by
framing King Arthur's passing as more than. private
tragedy. It has been portrayed as. symbolic loss to
the entire kingdom. "The old order changeth,
yielding place tonew.” (Morte d'Arthur, L.240) In this
line, "old order changeth” symbolises the values and
ideals of Arthur's nation with the virtues of unity,
honour and chivalry. Words like "changeth” and
"yielding" elicit. forced transition by implying that
the ideals of King Arthur's time are fading in favour
of the needs of those who cherished them. The word
also captures the shifting nature of time and

guidelines, and the inevitable transformation of : portray the vision of British nationhood and

nationhood, with theloss of King Arthursymbolising : ¢qjective duty to complete. He emphasises the

the loss of. heroic nationhood ideal.

"To serve as model for the mighty world,
And be the fair beginning of. time."
(Morte dArthur, L. 855-856)

mn

The terms such as "serve,” "model” and
"effective global” elicits the moral ethics like loyalty
and purpose of life. Here, Arthur is depicted as.
discern who embodies values that might uplift an
entire state. "serve” and "version” evoke obligation
and honour, whilst "powerful international”
indicates. widespread, nearly archetypal belief of
nationhood grounded in excessive ideals. This line
reinforces Arthur's kingdom as. microcosm of. more
unified global world, portraying him as. cultural
hero whose life and values had been exemplary for
the "starting of. time."

"I perish by this people which. made,—
Tho' Merlin sware that. should come again
To rule once more...
(Morte dArthur, L. 22-24)

The words like "perish,” "sware” and "rule”
convey. tone of sorrow and betrayal. The word
"perish” highlights Arthur's mortality and the
fragility of his state. The references convey. sense of
betrayal via the very nation Arthur unified, hinting
at the complex relationship between. frontrunner
and his humans. "sware” and "come again” draw
upon mythical themes of rebirth and return,
suggesting that Arthur's legacy may live to tell the
tale as. foundational fantasy for future generations,
encapsulating the hope that true nationhood may
be reborn.

Nevertheless, Tennyson’s "Ulysses” consists of
rich lexical choices that articulate complex
imaginative prescience of management,
responsibility, and national identity. The poem
highlights. story of nationhood that resonates with
the Victorian ethos of development, exploration and
ethical obligation. Tennyson portrays the collective
aspirations of Britain and its search for identity. This
lexical study contributes to the cultural and political
landscapes of his time and provides insights into
the complex relationship between individual
ambition and national identity. "The Princess"” also
employs. variety of lexical choices that explore
complex issues of women, power, gender roles,

. identity and nationhood. These literary terms

: significance of true love and unity in the poem. The
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lexical usage contributes to the understanding of :
Tennyson's poetry as. saga of national identity and
patriotic spirit. It engages with the cultural and :
political landscapes of his time and offering insights :
into the complex tensions between national identity :
and nationhood. "The Charge of the Light Brigade”
employs. variety of lexical registers that enumerate :
valour, responsibility, and the complexities of :
conflict within the idea of British nationhood. This :
lexical study deepens the understanding of
Tennyson's poem that engages with the culturaland :
political states of his time. It also provides insights :
into the actions and collective reminiscence of the :
characters and emboldensand emboldens
nationhood and patriotic spirit. "To the Queen” :
employs the themes of loyalty, unity and idealised :
imagination that are seen in British identity and the :
queen'’s rule. The study of the lexical terms shows
how Tennyson constructs. narrative that intertwines :
personal allegiance with collective national :
identification. This study of the words and phrases :
related to the nation deepens our knowledge of the
hidden meanings in the poetry. It also engages with :
the political insights that convey loyalty, royalty, :

saga, patriotism and nationhood.

In "Morte d'Arthur,” the lexical words that :
narrate. myth of King Arthur's transition and :
eventual mystification. The words war, exchange,
loyalty, mourning and delusion show poighant note :
that displays the end of. king and the lack of perfect :
nationhood. The study also highlights the :
importance of lexical evaluation in literary studies
to reveal the nuances of language through linguistic :
and stylistic analysis to know about nationhoodand :
identity. Thus, one can gain. detailed understanding :
of the core nature of British nationalism and
patriotism that resonate glory, identity, reminiscence :

and legacy.
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