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Article

SERVICES OF

BHASKARA SETHUPATHI
FOR THE SPREADING

OF VAISHNAVA
CONCEPT IN

RAMANATHAPURAM

REGION - A Study

Mr.D.BHARATHI
Dr.K.JEYAKALAI

Abstract

This article tries to bring out the services
of Bhaskara Sethupathi of Ramanathapuram
Kingdom to the spread of the concept of
Vaishnavism and his support to the construction
of Vaishnava Temples in the Kingdom. Though,
Sethupathi rulers were the Staunch supporters
of Siva concept of Saivism, simultaneously
they supported Vaishnavism in their kingdom.
Bhaskara sethupathi was a secular ruler. He
supported Christianity and Muslim religion. At
the same time he devoted his attention for the
spreading of Vaishnava concept pro founded by
Ramanuja in the South. Bhaskara Sethupathi
played a significant role in reviving and promoting
vaishnava traditions and institutions during the

late 19th Century C.E..
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Introduction

. of Dhalavai sethupathi (1630-1645C.E.)>. It was

ruler of Ramanathapuram, were known for their
saivite official due to their custodianship of the :
Rameshwaram Temple, Raja Bhaskara sethupathi
: the worship of Rama and Shiva. This Temple

: is also a bridge that unites the saiva and

stands out for his inclusive religious and cultural
transformation in Colonial India.

sethupathi was the most prominent of those :
: Ramalinga vilasam.This palace was built in 17th

sethupathi rulers, in later days.

Swami to visit Chicago. After he returning an :

Ramanathapuram from Chicago he was taken
to the Thiruppullani Adhi Jeganatha
Perumal Temple with Royal honours &
in a decorated Bullock cart* During
his reign, he allocated Two Lakhs
rupees for the maintenance of
‘Thiruppullani Vishnu Temple and
the Temples there.

The Kothandaramar Temple |8
in Ramanathapuram area was
renovated by Bhaskara sethupathi. It
was built with Bricks during the time

: later destroyed by the Sea winds. S.Shanthalingam

The Ramanathapuram region in Tamil has published an inscription in his Journal book

Nadu has historically been a centre of religious : ) e i
y & : "Avanam" stating that he rebuilt it into a beautiful

confluence, home of both saivite and vaishnavite :

: black stones temple in 1903 C.E°.
traditions. While the Sethupathi's’, the traditional : ack stones fempie I

The Ramanathapuram Bhaskara sethupathi
brought the Rameshwaram Temple under
his control from 1877 C.E’.and promoted

- vaishnavite religi ts. During the reign of
'This temple located in the Rameswaram plays : ‘I;al:ls Javite Tolglons SeTs, TUing e g ©
. ) ) o ! : askara Sethupathi, he ordered that Poojas
an important role in fostering India's National : . .
) ¢ and he organised festivals such as vasantha
Unity. The Coastal area of Ramanathapuram is : _. . . .
. ) _: vizha, Ramanavami, Perumal veethi Ula, Chariot
called "Sethu". Those who protected and ruled this : . . .
\ - o : processions in all the Vaishnavite Temples under

area were called "Sethupathis". There is evidence : his ‘urisdicti .
] - . his jurisdiction according to the rules of the

that the sethupathi rule in the Ramanathapuram : Temple Avamas®
region began in the 15th century C.E? Bhaskara : pese .

'The Palace in Ramanathapuram is called

: century C.E.There is also a story that this palace
When Swami Vivekananda was invited to : Y o P

: was built by Kilavan Sethupathi by the financial

present Hinduism at the Parliament of religions :

: support Vallal Seethakathi of keezhakarai. There

in Chicago, He lacked the financial means to : are many Vaishnava painting here. The paintings

travel, Raja Bhaskara sethupathi stepped forward * here mostly depict the birth of Lord Krishna,

with Great enthusiasm, Offering to sponsor the :

¢ Vasudevan-Devaki and the life of Rama’. The

. . 3 . . .
ntire trip*. Tt r th mi Vivekananda : . . . .
entire trip’.To cover the Swami Vivekananda word "Sri Ramajeyam" is also found in Telugu.

travel expensive, he sold the village of Pampur : Bhaskara Sethupathi maintained it very well

near at paramakudi, Which was under his : during his reign and also built a new arched gate

risdiction, to the chettinad nagarathar people : . ] }
Ju ’ & Peopie i hfront of the Ramalinga vilasam™.

and made arrangement with that money. :

He promoted vaishnavite learning and

: sholars,encouraging the teaching and preservation
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of Sri Vaishnavas philosophy. He supported
Temple Priests, Vaishnava Acharyas and school
of traditional learning that taught Vaishnava
Scriptures,especially the works of Ramanuja and
Alwars. He accepted "Mahavidhvan" Raghava
Ayyankar, a vaishnavite scholar who lived in the
area, as his spiritual Guru. He treated him with
immense respect and not only built for him a
house in Ramanathapuram but also donated the
tertile Vaigai river irrigated farmlands to him™.

Conclusion

Just as Ramanuja's Contribution to Vaishnava
religion is Immortalized by the time, Similarly,
Raja Bhaskara Sethupathi's Contribution to
Vaishnava religion, Introducing Vivekananda to
the Spritual World, Established the Fourth Tamil
Sangam and developing Tamil, and facilitating
Vishnu worship and Vishnu festivals in Shiva
Temples in the Sethu region according to the
Agama tradition, It has earned him an Indelible
reputation for him in history. Although the
Sethupathi rulers mostly saivites, they gave Great
encouragement and support to Vaishnavism.
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Dr. S.ABIRAMI

Introduction

Information seeking behavior refers to the ways in which
individuals search for access, and use information to fulfill
their academic, professional, or personal needs. For students
and faculty members of academic institutions, libraries are vital
resources that support academic pursuits by providing access
to a wide array of scholarly materials. Bharathiar University, a
prominent higher education institution in Tamil Nadu, has a
network of affiliated colleges that cater to the educational needs
of thousands of students. One such institution, Santhalinga
Adigalar Arts, Science, and Tamil College, is committed to
providing quality education to its students. This article explores
the information seeking behavior of the library users at this
college and attempts to understand how they interact with the
library’s resources and services.

73
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Context of the Study

and Tamil studies. As an affiliated college under

Bharathiar University, it is bound by the academic : ¢ digital libraries and online databases has

framework set by the University, which places an significantly altered the information-seeking

emphasis on library resources as integral to the © habits of academic users, making it more efficient

teaching-learning process. The college library : but also presenting new challenges such as

serves as a hub for students and faculty who : information overload and accessibility issues.

: and Kaur (2015) suggest that academic library

: users exhibit different information seeking

Santhalinga Adigalar Arts, Science, and :

: patterns based on factors like academic discipline,

Tamil College provide education in arts, science, age, and technological proficiency. Chowdhury

: and Sayeed (2018) highlighted that the advent

require access to textbooks, reference books, :

journals, research papers, and digital resources.

Understanding the information seeking
behavior of users in this setting is important for
improving library services, ensuring better user
satisfaction, and identifying gaps in resources

In India, several studies have focused on the

information-seeking behavior of library users in
both university and college libraries. For instance,
: Kaur and Poonam (2014) noted that students in
! affiliated colleges were more likely to use print
: materials, while faculty members frequently

that may hinder academic progress. This study :

investigates the types of resources most frequently :

sought by users, the methods of information :

retrieval they employ, and the challenges they
Methodology

face while seeking information.
Objectives of the Study

'The main objectives of this study are:

accessed journals and research papers through
online databases. However, the limited availability
of resources, especially in rural or semi-urban
areas, remains a persistent issue.

'This study employs a mixed-method approach

: to gather data about the information seeking
: behavior of library users at Santhalinga Adigalar
: College. Both qualitative and quantitative data
were collected using the following methods:

: 1. Questionnaires: A structured questionnaire

1. To examine the information seeking behavior
of academic library users in Santhalinga
Adigalar Arts, Science, and Tamil College.

2. 'To analyze the types of information resources  :
used by students and faculty.

3. To identify the challenges faced by users in
accessing library resources. :

4. Tounderstand the role of digital technologies  :

in facilitating information seeking behavior. :

Literature Review

was distributed to 20 students, 10 Research
Scholars and 10 faculty members. The
questionnaire focused on the frequency of
library visits, types of resources used (books,
journals, e-resources), preferred methods of
information search (manual vs. digital), and
challenges encountered.

: 2. Interviews: Semi-structured interviews were
: conducted with 10 faculty members to gain
Research on information seeking behavior : a deeper understanding of their information
in academic libraries has been extensive, and § needs, usage patterns’ and perceptions Of
studies have shown that students and faculty library services.
rely on a range of physical and digital resources : . .
to meet their information needs. Studies by : 3 Observatlor‘l: An ol.)servatlonal study was
researchers such as Wilson (2000) and Kumar conducted in the library to analyze user
74 By, Qessmudan
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interactions with library staff and the :

utilization of available resources.

Findings

1. Frequency of Library Visits and Resource

Usage

* 'The majority of students (63%) reported
visiting the library once or twice a week, :
primarily for borrowing textbooks and :
reference materials. Faculty members (62%) :

visited the library more frequently (3-4 times

access journals and online databases.

of the students preferred digital means such
as accessing e-books, online journals, or using
the college’s digital library services.

Faculty members exhibited a higher
preference for digital information retrieval,
with 85% indicating that they used online
academic databases, Google Scholar, and
institutional repositories. The reliance on
digital resources is reflective of their research-
oriented needs.

P 3. Challenges in Information Seeking

a week) for research purposes, especially to :

* Books (print and digital) were the most
commonly used resource by students, :
followed by online journals and articles. :

Faculty members, on the

other hand,

preferred accessing online journals, research :
papers, and digital resources, while print :
books and reference materials were secondary. :

2. Information Retrieval Methods

*  65% of students indicated that they preferred :
using traditional methods like browsing :
shelves or secking help from library staff :
when looking for information. However, 35%

75

Lack of sufficient resources: A significant
number of students (60%) reported a lack of
sufficient textbooks and reference materials
in their subject areas, especially for specialized
topics in science and Tamil studies.

Limited access to digital resources: Despite
the availability of digital resources, students
and faculty faced challenges related to slow
internet connectivity and the limited number

of computers in the library.

Information overload: Both students and
faculty mentioned difficulty in filtering useful
information from the vast quantity available,
especially when accessing online databases.
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 Library timing: Students pointed out that the :
library’s operational hours were not conducive :
to their schedules, especially during exam :

time.

4.Impact of Technology on Information Seeking

* 'The increasing use of mobile devices and :
the internet has transformed the way users :
access information. A large percentage of :

students (70%) and faculty (90%) reported

using their smartphones or laptops to access

library e-resources from home or outside the :

college campus.

* 'The integration of digital libraries and :
e-learning platforms was noted as an :
effective means of accessing information :

remotely, particularly during the COVID-19

pandemic.

Discussion

'The findings indicate that while the library

plays an important role in supporting academic :
activities, the information-seeking behavior :

of users at Santhalinga Adigalar College is

influenced by a combination of traditional :

methods and modern digital tools. The significant :
: Conclusion

reliance on print resources among students
reflects the need for more comprehensive access

to digital collections and an upgraded library the library of Santhalinga Adigalar Arts, Science,

infrastructure.

For faculty, the preference for digital resources

is clear, underlining the importance of investing :

: : rely heavily on physical books, faculty members
in electronic journals, research databases, and : ..
> : show a clear preference for digital resources. The
e-books. However, the challenges of limited : . .
. ¢ study underscores the importance of evolving

access to these resources, slow internet, and :

the physical constraints of the library suggest library services to meet the demands of an

that more efforts are needed to modernize the : increasinglydigital and research-driven academic

by subscribing to more online journals,
databases, and e-books relevant to the
curriculum.

Improve Infrastructure: The library should
consider expanding its physical space,
increasing the number of computers, and
improving internet speed to accommodate
the growing demand for digital resources.

Information Literacy Programs: Organize
workshops to train students and faculty
on how to effectively use digital tools and
databases for academic research.

Extended Library Hours: To accommodate
the varying schedules of students, the library’s
hours should be extended, particularly during
exam periods.

Strengthen Inter-Library Cooperation:
Collaborating with other libraries in the
region to share resources and offer access to
a wider range of materials could alleviate the
shortage of books and reference materials.

'The information seeking behavior of users in

: and Tamil College reflects a mix of traditional

: and modern approaches. While students still

library services and improve the availability and

accessibility of information.

Recommendations

Based on the findings, the following :

: experience.

recommendations are made:

1.

Increase Digital Resources: The college

should enhance its digital library offerings

environment. By addressing the challenges

: identified in this study, the college library

: can better support the academic success of its

. users and contribute to the overall educational

columnist: Librarian, Thavathiru Santhalinga Adigalar
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