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FISHERMEN'S PROBLEMSIN®

RAMANATHAPURAM DISTRICT:

he fishermen community especially from Ramanathapuram

district has been playing a vital role in the economic
development of Tamil Nadu and India as well. However, the
fishermen community has also been sufferingthrough many
problems. Sometimes, they lost their life by the naval force of
our neighbour country.! The country boat (alias) Fiber boat and
its nets were damaged by launch (bargea few cases, riot broke out
among the fishermen community. Under these circumstances a
few of them was murdered. Fisheries are a very risk industry, it
ischallenged tolife,and they couldn’t sale their fish for right price
in market. Due to the fertilization (from April 15 to MAY 31) period
forty-five days in every year, the government prohibited
(banned)fishing, that brings additional problems on their
economy?.

During the rainy season, the fishermen are facing natural

calamities. The sea water is sucked into the cloud further around

the location the sea water is started to rotated itself with very

fast and also the sea water is continuously sucking by the cloud

for more than half an hour and the sea water is raised from the

. sea level to the cloud. It is just like a fountain and this scenery
Umamaheswari is like a proboscis, the local people or fishermen called this
. incident as ‘yanaithuthikkai’ (the trunk of an elephant). During

Dr. G. Ravi this incident, if any boat or ship passes through this location,
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the proboscis the boat or ship will be lifted from
the sealevel towards the sky and totally demolished.
It is one of the very dangerous calamities to
fishermen community?>.

may overturn the boat and attack the fishermen.The
victims have to rush to the coastline and there after
the victims are not possible to take to hospital, under
this circumstance almost the victims will die*.

The government is not allowing for fishing
during bad weather condition. Yet before such

might not survive®.

mostly use only two kinds of boats as fibre boat

the fishes in freezer room.¢

These facilities are available in barge, but not

: near the coastline only. When they lay their net in
the sea near to coastline, the barges start from
: coastline for fishing towards the deep sea, when
cross the fibre boat and its spread nets are cut and
: damaged by the barges. The barges are very big

During fishing, unexpectedly they are attacked :

by some kind of fishes for example Needle fish : than the fibre boat, it clashes and breaks the fibrer

(kalingamural) which has very lengthy and sharp boat. Consequently, there is created an alarming
beak. It will swim in sea and jumping on surface of :
the sea water some time it will jump into boat under :
this circumstance, sometimes the beak of
kalingamural fish penetrate into the fishermen’s :
hearts or stomach and the shark (varipuliyan sura) :
fishermen are killed. This kind of problem is going
: on all over the year in the coastline of

Ramanathapuram district.”

situation among the fishermen community and
they divide into two groups (viz) barges fishermen
group verses fibber boat fisherman group. Due to
the problem many fishermen are attacked with one
another brutally, sometimes one or two among the

In Ramanathapuram district the country boat

(catamaran) which was moved by man power and

: nolonger used of catamaran instead the fishermen

announcement, normally some fishermen would : of the district are using fiber boat and barges for

go for fishing, so they will be certainly affected by fishing. The fibre boat engine and barges engine

cyclone, a few situations, they could not return : ., by the fuel of diesel which price is increasing

home and they were taken to an unknown location : day to day but price of fish, prawns, crops and some

by waves of cyclone. Consequently, they suffer : ;ip products of sea food are not increasing day

without food and water, until they get help; they :
have to suffer more in unknown location. Under :
this situation the fishermen if they have no help :
from others they have to take their own urine for
their survival purpose. Perhaps, if this critical :
condition continues for long time the fisherman :
maximum 1,200 litter diesel and also the barge

In Ramanathapuram district, the fishermen : 9WD€T have to give wage for EIg}_lt lal?ours and food,
. drinking water, snacks, smoking item and betel
with engine (low speed boat) and another is barge, leaves with betel nut. Totalling crossed one and half

otherwise called launch. When we compare the : l1akhrupees forabargeto prepareand go to fishing

total number of launches or barges, the fibre boats . for single trip. When the fishermen could not catch

are more in numbers. Because price of fibre boats : adequate fish the boat owner gets a big loss of

is very cheap than the barge. So mostly, the :
fishermen buy and use the fibre boat cannot be :
used for deep sea fishing. But barge can be used for :
deep sea fishing up to minimum 50 nautical miles. :

Moreover, during the fishing time the fishermen following different kind of methods and nets for

can stay in launch for minimum three days. Sothat : . . . ) . o . .
th food for them in b dst : fishing. Among them ‘Tluvaimadi’ or Arippuvalai
€y can prepare f00d ot them 10 barge, ahd store . (scraping net) one of their fishing methods. In this

: method the fishermen used very lengthiest net

which has minimum two kilometres of length.

in fibre boat and also it can voyage in the sea : Besides it has tied many balls which made by iron

maximum eight to twelve nautical miles. Theycan’t : inlower (bottom) side of the net, and also its upper

go to deep sea and they can catch fish in the sea : gjde tied with many balls which made by thermocol.

to day almost it is a fixed.®

When a fiber boat is prepared to go to the sea
for fishing requires maximum five to seven litter
diesel and operated by two people. But for a barge
needs one driver and seven labourers with

money. Sometimes the boat is submerged in the
sea. Under this condition, it is a great loss for the
owner of barge and job loss for the fishermen.?

The Ramanathapuram district’s, fishermen are
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The iron balls and the thermocol balls are tied with
the net in bottom and upper side every one in 10
feet distance of the net. One barge carries the net
to the sea and spreads there. After 12 hours or
more,one more boat go to the location .when the
second boat reached the location, each one top side
of the net would be tied with each one boat and
then these two boats run towards the coastline at
the same time and with same speed.!

This method of fishing is called iluvaimadi or
arippuvalaii.e. Scraping net because two thousand
meter lengthy net surrounding the fishes in all
direction, the fishes cannot escape from the net,
not only fishes but also, crabs, prawns octopus,
etc..., but this method of fishing is very dangerous
in the fisheries industries. Because, when capture
fishes by this method not only fishes are captured
but also all kinds of flora and fauna from the egg
stage to matured stage. Thus, it will be eradicated
all kinds of marine flora and fauna. It is a highly
dangerous one for a good environment condition
of sea. The scraping method of fishing mostly
affected the fiber boat fisherman, Karaivalai
fisherman, Veechuvalai fishermen and fishing by
cook fisherman.!

There are many artificial prawn farms in all
over the coastline of Ramanathapuram district
where different kinds of chemicals are used as
medicine and food in the prawn farms. Every day
fresh sea water supplied from the sea to the
artificial prawn farms and its waste water released
from farms to the sea .Due to this waste water is
highly polluted water, different kinds of chemical
wastages mingled with the sea through this
wastages, the marine species highly affected.

There are two categories of fishermen
community: country boat fishermen and barge
owners. Now a days the country boat fishermen
have started to abandon catamaran instead of they
are using fibre boat with low-speed engine however
they are considered country boat owner. The fibre
boat fishermen can voyage on sea maximum 6 to
7 nautical miles. However, they run their fiber boat

with engine. They are buying their fiber boat with : However, when the fishermen products less than

engine for maximum price rupees 2,50,000. Even

this amount is borrowed from the whole purchase : products by the auction system. Because the buyers

and sale of fish merchants without interest. But the

fishermen has to sale their fishes and other sea
food products to these lenders. Moreover, when a
barge owner buys a barge they have to spend
minimum fifteen lakhs. However, they are allowed
to fishing only for three days in a week. Because all
over the Ramanathapuram district the fishermen
classed among themselves, due to riots created
between fishermen of fibre boat and the fishermen
of barge, the government allowed three days for
fishermen of barge, three days fishermen of fibre
boat.?

The fishermen of barge go to fishing sea first
day departure from coastline and reached fishing
location and spread their nets. Second day they
waited for capture the fishes, the third day they
returned to coastline, and they can go to sea for
fishing only one time in a week. Moreover, forty-
five days in every year the fishermen of barge are
not allowed to fishing they are strictly prohibited.
But the fibre boats are allowed to fishing during the
prohibited period because they are not go to fishing
in deep sea. The prohibition is declared by the
government in ordered to protect and develop the
fertility of marine species from April 15th to June
16ththis system affected the fishermen of barges.

When a fisherman is under the sick or festival
time they could not go to fishing. They could not
pay their loan amount regularly. So the money
lender tortured the borrowers. It leads some
borrowers to commit suicide. Majority of the
fishermen are, illiterate and they addict to take
liquor and their health condition also affected in
course of time mostly the fishermen attain sick
condition or death in their middle age. As a result,
one fourth of women in the fishermen community
are widows and their children have semi parents.
This pathetic condition is found all over the
fishermen community in this district.?

In Ramanathapuram district fishermen sale
their products in their own villages or neighbouring
villages of fish auction centre. Those who are ready
tobuy their products for high rate through auction,
the fishermen sale their products with them.

: ten kilogram all of fishermen can sale their

* of fish purchase for their own use or sale in daily

By, Qo @pailufsir

IV 2026

71

2 HFA HED



market or in street. But when the products of

fishermen above to ten kilogram anybody else are
not ready to purchase the product through auction. :
This is one of the major marketing problems of
fishermen. Under these circumstances the :

fishermen sale their products with the sea food : Srilanka.”

products export company. But they are purchasing :

the sea food products for very low price from the : o hadeevu for Srilanka. On 23 July 1974, a treaty

fishermen. Besides, the rates is not fixed by the : was signed between India and Srilanka regarding

fishermen or auction system, it is decided only by : 4,4 rights over Katchadeevu. The treaty contained

the export company merchants. There are fifty : eight provisions. According to the fifth provision,

percentages less than auction rate to the export Srilanka should consequently allow the Indian

company rate. So that fishermen are economically fisherman and devotees of St.Antony to visit to

Katchadeevu, as they did earlier. Further Srilankan
: government should not ask passport or viza from

. . . : the fishermen and the devotee of St.Antony for
Katchadeevu issue is a survival problem for the : . - )
e : their arrival at Katchadeevu. The fishermen went
people of Ramanathapuram district fishermen : .

. . . to Katchadeevu for fishing and celebrate the St.
community. Because, a huge amount of fishermen : . > )
L _ ¢ Antony church festival. But, in course of time, under
community in Ramanathapuram district depend : ! . . )
- I . . the guise of fishermen, the smugglers involved in
upon the katchadeevu location for fishing. Besides : smuweline activity between Srilanka and India 2
Katchadeevu is occupied second place next to Paltic : EEHING v

Ocean in the fertility of fish abundantly and there
. Srilanka, after 1974 under the guise of fisherman,

affected.”
KATCHADEEVU ISSUE

are huge amount of coral reef which is a paradise

for culture of fishes, crops, Lobster, prawns,
octopus, etc... and also there is one saint. Antony :
church. A huge amount of the fishermen in
Ramanathapuram district belonged to Christianity :
: made one more argriment (treaty) with Srilanka on

they go to worship the church. Not only Christians

but also all religious fishermen (Hindu, Muslim)
from Ramanathapuram district go to worship :
St.Antony church at Katchadeevu. So the fisherman
went to Katchadeevu abundantly up to 1948.0On 4 :
February 1948 Srilanka got independence from :
Britain. There after the Katchadeevu problem :
: district prohibited to enter for their fishing activity
. . . . : inthislocation. Sothefishermenof Ramanathapuam
According to international maritime bounty : |, .
. . . . . ..o district suffered in lot.”!
line law 13 nautical miles distance in sea from its :
border belongs to the country. In this respect, the
sea between India and Srilanka at Palk strait and :
Srilanka is only 30 nautical miles in length. But
Srilanka which is just 13 nautical miles away from :
Katchadeevu which is situated very near to
Srilanka. So that they claimed that it is belonged to :
Srilanka from the beginning of 1953.® In 1974 India
did nuclear experiment successfully, prompting :
fifteen countries including Pakistan protested :

started to rise.”

: against India’s nuclear experiment and decided to

raise a declaration in United Nation Organizations
against India. Srilanka played the role of leadership.
Indhira Gandhi, the former prime minister of India
defeated Pakistan aim by negotiation with

India decided to sacrifice its rights on

Moreover, the Tamil ethnic conflict created in

the smuggler supplied weapons from Tamil Nadu
to Srilanka for Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
movement through Katchadeevu. Consequently,
once again the issue came to forefront then India

Katchdeevu issue in1976. According to this additional
treaty, Indian government panned the provisions of
fourth and fifth in the treaty signed in 1974 which
gave rights to the fishermen and devotees of
St.Antony to visit to the Katchadeevu island. So that
Indian especially the fishermen of Ramanathapuram

When some fishermen entered in to this island
for fishing, they were arrested by Srilankan naval
force and put in to prison. Some times the force
seized fishermens boats. The Ramanathapuram
district fishermen were shot down by the naval
force of Srilanka. So, the fishermen afraid to enter
in this location for fishing. Moreover, our Indian
Coast guard arrested the Indian fishermen when
they crossed the Indian border. Due to Indian and
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Srilankan naval force prohibited the
Ramanathapuram district fishermen for enter in
to Katcha Deevu location they are suffered a lot.*

CONCLUSION

One fourth of Ramanathapuram district
population depends upon the fishing and related
industries and the government also earns foreign
exchange through the export of sea products. So,
there is highly responsibility to government in
solve the problems of the fishermen of
Ramanathapuram district, some potential
recommendations are given for better solutions.
Now Srilanka government is under serious
economic crisis and they are expecting economic
assistance from India. By this situation, the central
government of India can buy the Katchadeevu
island for lease for long time and the Indian
fishermen can be allowed for fishing. Moreover,
when the Ramanathapuram district fishermen get
rights to enter into Katchdeevu for fishing, the
Indian and Srilankan naval force will not attack
them.

The state government of Tamilnadu has to
arrange a coastal ambulance ferry service to rescue
the fishermen when they will be affected by marine
species, natural calamities and the naval force of
India and Srilanka. Tamilnadu state government
can establish and run co-operative stores only for
the fishermen community. The government has to
arrange some stores for sale the following articles
and tools namely, fishing net, the raw materials for
making the fishing net, fibre boat with engine, etc.,
and these stores can purchase the sea food products
from fishermen and they can sale to public and
export to foreign countries.

Ifitis done soby the government, the fishermen
can get reasonable rate for their products and the
same time the public can buy the seafood products
for right price. If the government can provide loan
for least interest to the fishermen, it will prevent
the exploitation of local pan porkers.Tamil Nadu
government can arrange a ferry coast guard
(floating and mobile police station) service to
prevent the riots among the fishermen. When the
government decides tolaunch a project in coastline,
they can explain the project and make interaction
with the fishermen.
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