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PROFESSOR Y.SUBBARAYALU
FELICITATION TO HIS CONTRIBUTION TO SOUTH INDIAN HISTORY

Prof. K.R.Sankaran
&

N.Kathiravan

n unassuming, unassailable South Indian Historian has

been none other than Professor Y.Subbarayalu (YS).
He, a well-trained epigraphist and archaeologist, got research
degrees from the University of Madras, his Alma matter.
No researcher of South Indian history, without consulting
his master piece Political Geography of the Cha Country
(hereafter PGCC), would become worth. He has been
candid enough to read, estempage and edit the epigraphs
of the Dravidian languages, paleographically of any sort. He
clinically utilised the evidences culled out from the Dravidian
epigraphs to study South Indian history. His thrust area has
been the STATES of medieval south India, especially of the
Cha:s of Vijayalya (846-870) line. Though resting upon the
works of Prof. K. A Nilakanta Sastri, the doyen of South Indian
historiography, YS holistically and technically deviated from
the pioneer historians in delineating the ideas of the Cha state.
The statistical analysis of the epigraphs en mass guided him
to recognise the evolvement of the Cha state from micro-level
to the macro-area of the Cha trans-oceanic empire.

Methodology

The method he applied in studying PGCC attests to
his cognition and comptrolling capacity of the empirical
evidences with the layout of the topo-sheets. This work
certainly enumerated the characteristics of the Cha polity
and administration with addition of about 11 maps and
several appendices dealing with the geographical and political
locations of the settlements of different patterns, political
divisions viz., nu, vaanu, maalam and others.
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Chola state and Political divisions

His identification of Taniyr, a unique Brhmaical
settlement, its function and components clearly explains
how such type of settlement got a special treatment
conferred on by the Cha authorities. In a line he
speaks of the thesis of PGCC as ‘Nus were selfsufficient :
independent institutions’. The differences between
Knu, Knu the two political divisions from Pudukkai
region, typical semi-wet, semi-dry zone, endure from
the aam age coeval to Iron age is deftly treated in :
teasing out the natures of the Nu divisions. This work :
(PGCC) apparently led him to find out what model of :
. recalled that Rjarja I (985-1014) resuscitated from temple
that he collected from the published and unpublished :
inscriptions enabled him to find out the driving forces :
. intensity of expanding the empire by way of overseas
. campaign. His ambition evolved into the erection of
Grand-temple, Thaiijvr.
across the Cha country to the Grand-temple, Thafjvr :

the state the Cha-s had. Critical analysis of the data

for the existence of the Cha state and society. They
are: (1) maintenance of water resources at local and
supra-ocal level (2) paying of tribute by many villages

(royal religious centre) (3) side-lined nrs and periyanrs
held political role in peripheral areas, not in core. That
was too in 12th and 13th centuries (4) the amalgamation
of nu into vaa-nu, a scheme, and the superimposition
of some nu in logistical locations resulted in different
political impact.

role in imposing the power. The repeated occurrence
of the names of the taxes vei and eccu in first and

the epigraphical studies would show, that in these two
periods keen care was taken to manage and maintain

contrast, it was paid in kind in wet-zone.

Expansion of the Empire

objective of these articles was to treat the Burton Stein’s
theory of Segmentary State, he strenuously teased out
the salient points of the Cha state. The successful

Cha kings were in the condition of seeking assistance
from the locality leaders. Here, it is to be mentioned
that the Cha rulers appropriately utilised the psyche of
their subjects. The virulent and vibrant warrior groups
were pressed into battleground wherein considerable
strength of them would have been lost. By this way,
the inherent rebellious intent of such warrior groups
would have been neutralised considerably. As mostly
they were from the peripheral area, population in the
core could be unaffected. In another way, in arts and
ceremonies entertained in temple premises the aesthetic
troupes spent the time and energy. Here it is to be

in Chidamparam the texts of Dvrm hymns that naturally
drew the map of Tamil nationalistic fervour fuelling his

Water management facilitated the sustenance of

. the Cha state and society. It is explicitly spoken of in
- the inscriptions that almost all the agricultural villages
¢ have been bordered with water resources.
: country, it has been unbreakable continuum from
. the time-immemorial. It is true, in case of nu, vaa-nu
: also. The function of talayvyccr who were in-charge of

In analysing the authority of the Cha kings, he finds :
that only in 50% of the epigraphs, the royal execution :
is known. The rest might have been meted out by the :
royal or religious ceremonies as said by Burton Stein :

(italicised is mine). It seems that the kings had a limited the territory: matrimonial alliance; war. At the beginning,

. they maintained matrimonial lock with the local chiefly

¢ families in the outskirts of the Kvry delta region.

fOllI‘th Sub—periOdS Of tl‘le Cha revea.ls, tl-lat he found in ; Emerging as the potent State, tlley extended the same

: scheme with dynasties like Chukya-s and others. The

- second scheme greatly helped them to promote maritime

irrigation system, a unique hydrological mechanism of : trade so as to establish the trans-oceanic state.

Kvry delta. Taxes varied from region to region and it :

was determined by the availability of water and fertility : Bhrmas not found in the inscriptions from western

of the soil. In dry-zone, taxes were paid in cash. In portion of Tamil country gives us a view that Kogu
- upland was typically different from the rest because of
- the less fertility.

YS diligently delineated the salient features of the

Cha state which he treated in two articles. Though : centralised one. Burton Stein, theoretically countered

¢ it. The ideas of both of them have been reviewed and
. it has been recognised as one of the models of the early

. state, YS says.
endurance of the Cha state about 400 years lays in the : Personal Names in Chola Inscriptions
fact that it brought the existence of the autochthonous

groups into the conclave of hierarchy based Cha :

society which earlier enjoyed collective land holding, : Mastui YS statistically analysed the male names out

prompted private ownership later, he said. It tactically : of 3543 of published Cha inscriptions from 7 districts

broke the bondage among the clan groups of different . chronologically and spatially. Excluding 400 female

status, elevating king to the centre stage pyramidal. The : dancers and 689 shepherds registered in Thanjvr

periodical land survey, reformation in taxation, creation : inscriptions, names with honorific and official title holders

of irrigation facilities, structured bureaucracy set on the : were analysed. The prominent titles like Uday, Mvndav,

state firm. But, after the second half of the 12th century Brahmarya, Ndva, Nakka and a group of feudatory titles

In Tamil

managing the water distribution explains that the care
was taken by the Cha society in water-management. It
was the basic fertility of the Cha state’.

Cha-s executed two different schemes to expand

The occurrence of the term ugaam consisting of

Prof K. A Nilakanta Sastri classed the Cha state, a

Teaming with Noboru Karashima and Toru
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they studied. By which this team delineated some points
related to political and social changes through the four
sub-periods of the Chas. [Chola sub-periods: I ca.850-CE
to 985CE; I1 986-1070; 1T 1010-1178; IV 1179-1279] Due
to private ownership, uday title holders in Kvry delta

and Brahmarya titles that they pointed that the latter
title had less frequency than Mvndav. Totally, 307 times
Mvndav title occurred in all four periods. Of them, 288
times, it had association with king’s titles. Uday title had
188 times associated with king’s titles; Brhamarya had
83 times. Comparatively 24%. It meant 76%, uday title
holders exercised their power in Cha polity.

Rjendara Cha had a close association with the titles

from the fieldwork collected few numbers of inscriptions

: relating to trade network. Some are bilingual (Sanskrit
¢ and Tamil) and few are in Tamil. The scripts are
: Grandha and Tamil. Primarily, they deal with guilds viz.,
. ainuvar, tisai-yirattu-ainuvar, patie-pmi-visayattr and others.
increased over the centuries. Talking about Mvndav :
- kavarai, ktripa, kmaswami, an, pvaaivra, vrantavaa-chei,
. upasumpaikkra,etc. On the basis of eye copy of Tamil
. inscription preserved in a museum in Vietnam, this team
. studied that inscription. It belongs to 1089 C.E., The
. striking terms which are registered in that inscriptions are
. nakara-snpati, nu-cheika, patie:pmi-tsi-appar, marakkala-
: nyaand others. This speaks of some donation offered by

Trade groups are differently described as cei-puttira,

Prominently, names of two kings viz., Madurntaka, : atrade guild. Similar facts are spoken of in an inscription

¢ from Sri Lanka. It has a pattern of eulogy specially crafted

titles were bestowed on to the administrative officers. :

However, one third of the Mvndav had uday titles.
Mvndav associated with revenue department. But, only
Brahmarya title holders enjoyed snpati title. Nakka is
one of the eponyms of god iva, occurring in Chamaalam
in highest proposition in I and II sub periods; it got
reduced in rest. This would attest the waxing of aivism
in the latter period.

of Mvndav and Brahmarya. It seemed that these two : on trade guilds.

In a comparative study of such inscriptions from

¢ Tamil Nadu and Karnataka region, this team found
. striking similarities between them. The term nu-chei found
: in Tamil inscriptions can be found equal to mumuri-daan
: from Kannada inscriptions, the team said. They are
- designated as warriors, the guards of the merchant groups.
: This warrior group can be identified with munai, muni-vra,
. vra, vra-cheiyr of Tamil inscriptions. The interlink among

king’s titles and those had been borne out by the officials
viz.,lai (scribe), adikri (officer) and spati (military chief).
This would point their prime activation in administration. :

were conferred on to the independent locality leaders. :
. rock inscriptions and pottery inscriptions comparatively,
¢ he identified much more influence of Prkrit on pottery
: inscriptions. This might have been the influence of Prkrit

A feudatory title ilangvl also had similar character. The
two other titles sambu and Malayakula appeared to
occur in latter half of the Cha period.

The two official titles nv and madhyatha had distinct
distribution. N title, certainly of the local chief or land :
lord increased upwardly in number from II sub period :

Chas.

Maritime Trade

YS extended his study area from south India to : ¢ honouring him.

28 feudatory titles are identified. Of them, araya, : state, religion and trade guild under the Chas is clearly

mrya and daraya are the variants of each other. Though : expressed in Tamil inscription found on the pedestal of

the titles Brahma, Pallava and Viuppa seemed to have the : Buddha image of Ngapaiam. It is dated to 1090 C.E,,

same character, the first one had a close association with : It is said in the inscription that a private party called

nlangunakra-uaiyr of a village called Ciuthvr donated that
Buddha image for procession to a monastery Rjendara
Chap-perumpai. These are the result of YS’s involvement

Similarly, pallavaraya and viupparaya title holders had : in the sense of collegiality to scrutinise the data for analysis

been the part of the revenue department. These titles : leading to find the facts.

In his own studies analysing the personal names on

knowing traders,he says. He has recognised 11 non-
Tamil graphemes in pottery inscriptions; only 2 in rock
inscriptions; only one is common. A marking point

onwards. Contrarily, madhyatha mostly the Brahmins : from such study is that the star-based names are mostly

working in sabhs decreased in number downwardly. : from pottery inscriptions. Itis a cultural trait from north.

The increase of nv might have crumbled the function of : Another point is lunar asterism-based names. And they

the village committees leading to the upcoming feudal : are representing later period of Iron Age, he says. He

society. This exemplary study teaches how the analysis : is likely to say that the spill over of the idea of state from

of the concordance of the personal names would help : Magadha, established Stavkan state, enormous presence

to understand the political and social trends under the : of Buddhist monks, laymen and their activities echoed

: on south including Tamil Nadu. These are the result
: of YS’s interest in the study of south-east Asian history.
. The above given observations in nutshell are the marks

south-east Asia through fieldwork visiting some museums  :
and religious centres to collect the available epigraphs. :
The objective of this project was to trace out the spread :
of trade network in the medieval history of south-east :
Asian countries. He teaming with scholars like Noboru  :
Karashima, P.Shanmugam, S.Padmanabhan and others :
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