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DECODING OF WOMEN
IN CHITRA BANERJEE'S
THE MISTRESS OF SPICES

Dr. M. Premavathy

Women are seen as the heart of society. So, : ic power associated with spices since she is a

in all sectors, their talents and achievements : master in the ancient art of spices. Each female

should be recognized as well as appreciated. : character rises to the challenge by claiming

Several writers of literature portray their fe- : her uniqueness, making the decision to live

: her own life, and overcoming obstacles along
: the way to eventually succeeding. This paper

: sets out to analyse how the female characters

The Mistress of Spices, Chitra Banerjee's de- are presented in The Mistress of Spices.

but novel, was published in 1997, and it was :

turned into movie in 2005. It successfully uses : Keywords: Identity, Immigrants, Love and

magical realism to present a story of South Women.
Asian immigrants' experiences in the United :

States. Tilo, the main character, narrates the : has been a significant area in the twenty-first

story. Although Tilo's story plays a major role, : century. Women are actually facing a lot of

during the course of the narrative, Tilo seeks : problems in their day- to- day life. They're

to assist other supporting characters. She is re- : seen as being domestic, pious, moral, pure,

garded as a "Mistress" with the specific mag- : gentle, kind, graceful, simple and beautiful.

male protagonists as courageous, tough, and
powerful individuals who defy social expec-
tations in order to pursue their aspirations.

By, OF@haiufesr
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In all over the world, women have been de- :
prived of their fundamental rights by a pa- :
triarchal society. Every now and then, Indi-
: the stage drama Fire and Ice: Draupadi's Sto-
inequalities, the dowry system, and sexual
abuses. They are treated like puppets; the
ends of the strings are always in the hands of :
patriarchal society. Like other woman writer,
Chita Banerjee Divakaruni takes these kinds
: ranged Marriage, "Clothes," was transformed
portrays educated, resolute, psychologically :
tough, and rebellious female protagonists in :
her books and short stories who don't hesitate
to free themselves from male chauvinism. In :
the patriarchal society of twenty first century,
it is important for women's rights activists to :
break free from the shackles of male chauvin- :

ism and fight for their own liberation. It is the : el which portrays the themes of cultural con-

author's hope that her novels will inspire other : flicts, feminist ideas, a sense of alienation and

women to break free from the shackles of male : search for identity. Gurinder Chadha has writ-

chauvinism and fight for their own liberation. ten the script for Paul Mayeda Berges' 2005 ad-

s . : aptation of the book for the silver screen. In
Several researchers, critics, authors, journal- :

ists and publications regarded Divakaruni's : the American romantic film, Hollywood su-

female characters as most captivating portion perstar Dylan Mcpermott porfrays the c.harac—
: ter of Raven, while the prominent Indian ac-
tress and Miss World 1994 winner, Tilottama,
Chita Banerjee Divakaruni is an ac- : g ‘ =
claimed Indian American novelist, poet and
short story writer. Her famous works are The :
Mistress of Spices, Sister of My Heart, The
Vine of Desire, The Last Queen and Queen of
Dreams. She received American Book Award, :
Pen Josephine Miles Literary Award and Bay
Area Book Reviewers’ Award in 1996 for her :
debut collection of stories Arranged Marriage. :
It was well received by foreign readers, so she
became famous among international readers. :
Many of her literary works were made into :
films and Television series by famous produc- :
tion houses. Her first novel The Mistress of
Spices was turned into film of the same name :
in 2005. Sister of My Heart also was released :
as a Television series and it was directed by
famous Indian Actress Suhasini Manirath- :
nam in Tamil as Anbulla Snegithiye (Loving :
Friend). The producers N.R. Pachisia and Di-

an women are affected by forced marriages,

of problems to be argued in her novels. She

of her work.
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pankar JojoChaki secured the rights to a film
adaptation of her novel The Palace of Illusions
in 2018. Joe Disabantino turned the book into

ry, which was staged in India under his direc-
tion. Director Samir Banerjee turned the short
tale "The Word Love" from the anthology Ar-
ranged Marriage into a multilingual short film
he titled Ammar Maa. Another tale from Ar-

into a dance play. In 2013, Divakaruni penned
down the libretto for the opera River of Light
performed by the Houston Grand Opera and
Festival Opera with Jack Perla's original com-
positions, it had its world debut in 2014.

The Mistress of Spices (1997) is the nov-
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plays the lead character. Film reviewers have :
given the movie a variety of reviews. One of
the trickiest subjects to master is magic real- :
ism. The fact that neither the director nor the :
writing of this movie knows how to bring that :
element to the screen is another factor to con-
sider. As a result, the movie is pompous from :
beginning to end. The movie is detached from :
the original text. In order to make it a financial :
success, the director and writer undoubtedly :
approach can be seen in both wealthy and

: impoverished communities. Tender, young

The. protagonist ,Of the novel is Tilo, girls are treated like products made keeping
short for Tilottama. She is named after the sun : . o
burnished 4 which is the spice for : in mind the prospective in-laws. The dowry

HTRISIec sesame seed Wiich 1s The spice fof system is the burden for bride’s family which

ish . She i f the mi f: e :
nourishment. She is one of the mistresses of : cause the fear and agitation in the minds of

spices. She has been trained by the First moth-  Tilo's father. Tilo was growing like wild tree

er in the island along with other mistresses of : without the constant care of parents.

spices. The new name and identity are actual- :

have left out some crucial passages.

ly given by the First mother. “Daughters it is :
time for me to give you your new names. For
when you came to this island you left your old :
names behind, and have remained nameless
since.” (40) The old lady always mention that :
Tilo is the chosen one and serving the spices for
the needed one is her ultimate destiny of her :
life. In the island Tilo is given proper knowl- :
edge about the origin, nature and uses of the :
spices. This novel is presented with mixed of :
magic and realism. The mysterious woman
runs spice bazaar in Oakland, California. She
is trying to give solution to all the problems :
of her customers with her magical spices. She :
has the special power to find past and future
of a person by reading the heart and mind of :

that person.

By, OF@haiufesr

groom family demands cash, jewellery and
expensive items and other valuables during a
marriage in certain parts of India. The sacred
event of marriage is shattered and converted
into a business arrangement as a result of the
dowry system. The most heinous aspect of
this system is that the more the demand, the
wealthier the bridegroom’s family is. Bride’s
parents are put under inhumane pressure to
provide a significant dowry in any kind. This

Tilo has wandered the village unattended;
she has the magical ability to gain information
about the object and the subject. She has found
the way to earn money and fame with her se-
cret talent. The merchant and sailors have car-
ried tales of her power across the sea to ev-
ery land. The bandits have also learned about
her and have come to her village in search of
her. They have abducted her for finding the
quick way to get the riches. In the course of
action, they have killed her parents and have
destroyed the whole village. Which severely
affects her mind; she couldn’t even forgive her
for the consequences she made. She leaps from
the boat to get away from the thieves, and the
waves carry her to the island of spices. Instead

: of the pirates described in the original book,

: bandits are used in the movie screenplay. The

Nayan Tara is the real name of the Tilo. : ‘ . . .
: sea serpent's entrance and its role in saving

She was born as a second daughter to the poor : her from the grave peril are even disregarded

par.ents. Her. parent's are not happy about her in the movie.
arrival. She is not given proper care and love :
by her parents. “Wrap her in old cloth, lay her :
face down on the floor. What does she bring to :
the family except a dowry debt.” (7) The dow- :

ry system is worst social menace. The bride

Tilo must follow certain rules that are
drawn by the First mother. The mistress must
always consider the other's desires and never
use the spices for personal use. This is the first
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and most important guideline. Second, she :
shouldn't abandon the shop. Hence, there is
no risk in her avoiding the spices. Thirdly, she :
never touches her customers' skin. She even- :
tually violates all the laws and guidelines. She :
falls in love with Raven, an attractive Ameri-
can customer. She first assumes he is Cauca- :
sian but later learns he is Native American. :
She is conflicted since spending time with him :
might cause her to lose her magical abilities, :
yet she cannot resist his magnetism. When
they gaze into one other's eyes over the spice :
racks of her shop, they fall in love. In the end,
Tilo makes the choice to spend the night with :

Raven despite the fact that she is aware the
spices would be angry and that as a result,
trouble will be caused in the lives of the peo-
ple she loves about. Tilo resolves to prepare
for the punishment that the spices could in-
flict through Shampati's fire in the novel after
giving in to her sexual and mental cravings in
her connection with Raven and therefore de-
tying the orders of the First mother. The novel
supports women's empowerment by express-
ing their aspirations. Decisions about her life
are made by the new lady, and accept the re-
sulting consequences. She is not yet poised to
disregard or ignore what her heart desires or
what she hopes to discover in life. Tilo, who
has come to terms with her sexuality, can no
longer predict the future or ease the suffering

moment.

Geeta is a member of the traditional di-
asporic family, where conflicts among South
Asians of different generations are unavoid-
able. Geeta's grandfather is a traditional man.
He values family and cultural traditions and
often shares stories of his ancestors and their
way of life. He can't accept the American way
of life led by his granddaughter. He has al-
ways complained that Geeta has worked late
at night in the office with other men and has
come home only after dark in their car. He

296 2023

: thinks that her activity will bring a bad name
 to his family. Geeta's grandfather has believed
: that make-up is a sign of vanity and has gone
: against their family's values. “That Geeta, how
: much make-up she is using all the time. Uff,
: in my days only the Englishwomen and pros-
titutes are doing that. Good Indian girls are
: not ashamed of the face God is giving them.
: You cannot think what all she is taking with
: her even to work.” (86) Her grandfather is a
conservative and retired army man. He is un-
: able to comprehend how things have evolved
: over an extended period of time. He frequent-
: ly complains to Tilo about Geeta. Nonetheless,
Geeta is raised in American society, where she
was born. She has embraced the cultural shift
: and has come to terms with her new identity.

of others; she can only embrace the present

However, Geeta's parents insist that be-

: cause she is trustworthy, they can't enforce
artificial restrictions on her based on Indian
: customs and beliefs because she understands
: their values. The entire family is shocked
: when her grandfather tries to set up her wed-
: ding. Even though Geeta’s parents have grant-
: ed her complete independence, they cannot
: accept her lover. Another example of the In-
: dian parental perspective is shown in the fact
: that although females are given the majority
b of opportunity and independence, most Indi-
an parents still find it difficult to accept their
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daughters' choice of a life partner. They are :
actually frightened by her decision to spend :

her life with a Mexican-American Chicano
man and have become completely estranged

back to harmony and serenity.

Native American community. She isolates
herself and her family from her society. She

starting to work, he leaves her alone. He be-

gins to lead an existence without purpose. He

he discovers that she has passed away.

By, OF@haiufesr

formed to her old lady form. She has a twisted
figure and skin the colour of weathered sand.

: The film also omits the problems that faced by
: Indian immigrants in the foreign land.
from herself. The identity debate is framed :

differently for second generation Indians like :

Geeta. She contests her continued adherence : anced, masterfully written characters that tran-

to patriarchal customs that she identifies with ; scend gender norms and shatter the moulds

her grandfather. Tilo understands Geeta's suf- : of conventional gender roles. The many back-

fering, attempts to ease it, and, according to : grounds and cultures of the female characters

. . . ...+ in Divakaruni's works highlight the varied
the novel, is successful in bringing the family : )

: experiences of women across the world. The
: female characters of Divakaruni struggle with

Raven’s mother Celestina belongs to the

Divakaruni’s female characters are nu-

problems including marital abuse, cultural

. expectations, and gender discrimination. The
: female protagonists in Divakaruni frequently
pretends to be white because she believes it :
would enhance her happiness and self-es- :
teem. She despises her own community. For :
this reason, Raven dislikes his mother. After
passive bystanders to their circumstances; in-
: stead, they take charge of their lives and the
works and gives his mother some money, but
he never even responds to her letters. Then
one day, when he goes looking for his mother, :

find themselves at odds with social conven-
tions and expectations, battling patriarchal
frameworks that limit women's autonomy.
The female characters in Divakaruni are not

lives of those around them. The strong and
uplifting female characters in Divakaruni are
an inspiration to other women who deal with

similar difficulties in their life.

Mistress of Spices is a courageous endeav- : Works Cited:

our; however, Gurinder Chadha changes nu- : )

. ) : ®  Chakraborty Bose, Sayantika and Das, Sap-
merous crucial subjects and concerns through- :
out the adaptation. There are numerous major
and significant issues, particularly racial dis- :
crimination and related problems faced by the :
Indian immigrants in USA. Which while being :
explicitly acknowledged in the novel, receive :
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