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FORM - IV

Statement about ownership and other particulars about
newspaper New Centurian Ungal Noolagam to be published in
the first issue every year after the last day March.

1. Place of Publication : Chennai

2. Periodicity of its Publication : Monthly

: A.Sivakumar

: Indian

: Pavai Printers (P) Ltd.,
16(142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

3. Printer’s Name
Nationality
Address

4. Publisher’s Name
Nationality
Address

: Shanmugam Saravanan

: Indian

: New Century’s Readers Sangam,
16 (142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

: T.Stalin Gunasekaran

: Indian

: 16 (142), Jani Jhan khan Road,
Royapettah, Chennai - 14.

5. Editor’s Name
Nationality
Address

6. Names and addresses of individuals those who own the
newspaper and partners or shareholders holding more than one
percent of the total capital.

I, Shanmugam Saravanan, hereby declare that the particulars
given above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

(Shanmugam Saravanan)

Signature of Publisher

By, G @pariufir
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Tiruvalluvar

wral czimii mivének a Csalidi erényrdl (ifl-aram) seold rész S-dik fejezete (betiszerinti forditishan)

7. A szeretetre nézve is van-e elesuko zdr? A szeretdk
piczi kimnye hiborit képes hozni. (A prisad valdsziniileg ofosetd = seélvész, vihar
vagy drs jelentési.)
72. A szeretetnélkiilick mindent maguknak birmak; a szeretdk
még a csontot is birjik misoknak.
73. Seeretettel egyesilt életnek mondjik a driga szcllemnck
a testtel valo csatlakozdsdt.
74. Szeretet szdli a szeretettel birist; az szdli
a baritsignak mondott eléggé be nem lithato nagyszeriisépel.
75. Seeretettel tdrsult csend-életnek mondjak ax Otérzékkel
élvezdk (= csalidi életet €lok) dltal nyert boldogsigot.
76. Az erénynek a srerctet timasza, mondjik a nem értok,
(de) az azt megtimadé merénylet ellen is az a timasz.
77. Valamint az élettelen tdrgyat (tkp. csonttalant) a nap heve, dgy égeti el
a szeretetnélkilit az erény (1. i az erénytelenséget meglorld igazsig).
78. A szeretetet a szivben nélkiilézd csaladi élet (életildds), kemény foldon
kiaszott névény rigyeretéhez hasonlo,

154 Olvasmanyok a tamul kiltészetbal.
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~—| Article

TAMIL KINSHIP
TERMS

K.R.Sankaran

he objective of this study was to cull out the kinship

terms registered in the Chola inscription at Uttaramérar
and to understand the kinsfolk in the light of a Bhakti
hymnal canon known as Nalayira-Divya-Pirabhandam. The
kinship terms are registered in the concordance of the
personal reference in the inscriptions.

Text of the inscription

Studied in this article is the inscriptional evidence
dated in 921 CE from a temple in the village of Uttaramérar
located in Kafichipuram District, Tamil Nadu. Historically,
the village is known as Uttaramériar Caturvédimangalam
[hereafter,UMCVM)]. This inscription primarily speaks of
the process of electing the members for local administrative
body (sabha) of a Brahmin settlement called UMCVM while
referring to the kinsmen of electoral candidates who were
strikingly the male members of land owning families. A
portion of the inscriptional text speaking of those kin
members is given here. Its translation is appended
(Appendix I1).
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Ivarkkucirravvai péra (v) vai makkalaiyum
Ivarkku attay maman makkalaiyum
ivarkalukku tayotu utappiratanaiyum
ivarkal tamappanotu utappirantaniyum
tannot utappirantanaiyum

ivarkalukku pillai kotutta mamanaiyum

ivarkal brahmaniyGtu utap pirantanaiyum : yo.t the male descendants are referred to as

tannotu utappirantalai vettanaiyum
Utappirantal makkalaiyum
tanmakalai vetta marukanaiyum
tan tamappanaiyum

tan makanaiyumaka.........cceeceevunenne 1.

Analysis

. inscriptional text under study while specifically
speaking of the male candidates for local
election, refers to the kinswomen also. Here, a
: question would arise what was the need of
referring to kinswomen in this context? Some
epigrphical studies demonstrate that under the
: Chola regime women had landrights.6 In this

makkal (literally makkal means people; actually
: the children in the context) which is a plural
form. Contrarily, singular form pillai is used to
: refer to female descendants.

: Generations

The content of the inscription was first
published in the ARE of 1898. On that basis :
K.V.Subrahmanya Aiyer, a pioneer epigraphist, :
studied the local administration under the :
Cholas2. The doyen of South Indian :
historiography K.A.Nilakanta Sastri studied it so
as to explain the village republicin south Indian
: generation; (3) three new kinship relative
: members are identified in the third generation.
: Totally,(19) nineteen kinship terms, besides ego,

context. He published the text of this inscription
in Roman script in his work.3 Later on, a Tamil
scholar Ti.Vai.Cataciva Bhantarattar studied it

(See the appendix IX of his work).4 But, here we identified (see the appendix ).

the application of the theory of homo hierarchy :

the kinship terms in the inscriptional evidence.5 :

Here, the age and t.he. p°5'?“°”. of status a?re : is described as tdy who represented the first
understood the qualifying criteria to recognize : eneration. Ego’s other two mothers are
the hierarchy among the kinsfolk. This method : g ; dt - =8 th 4 eld
of analysis led us to identify the spatial and : reterred to as younge'r mo 'er an _ € er
temporal status of kinsfolk. Though all kin : mother by the terms cirravvai and péravvai
members are referred to as relatives to the : 'espectively (cirravvai = ciru + avvai = younger

person who was the candidate to be elected to : Mother; périya +avvai = péravvai = elder

the village assembly, the central figure of the : Mother).7 But these two might not possibly be

family, for the sake of understanding we treated : the uterinesisters of ego’s mother. We inferred

him the ego anthropologically. Its equivalentin : thisview fromthe fact that the brother of ego’s

Tamil is getr (tan) or smedr (tan). Incidentally, it
is the key word registered in the text. His thick
and thin relationship with kinsmen / kinswomen :
in the evidence guided to know his stature in :
: way. Hence, they were conspicuously different
from uterine sisters of ego’s mother. If so, what
sort of relationship the ego had with cirravvai

the hub of kinship circle. It is a fact that in the
pre-independent India, women had no
representation in local assemblies. But, the

We identified in the inscription the kinship
terms of three successive generations: (1)
father-mother generation (2) ego’s generation
and (3) generation of descendants. Technically,
(11) eleven kinship terms we identified in the
first generation; (5) five kinship relative
members are identified in the second

in terms of anthropology was used to delineate Cirravvai - Péravvai

In the inscriptional evidence, ego’s mother

father is described as tamappanotu-
utappirantan (he who was born with father /
he who was uterine brother of father). But,
cirravvai and péravvai are not described in this
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and péravvai and what status of kin relation the
latter had with ego’s mother? What kind of
kinsfolk binding did they have? The application

practice of polygamy in pre-modern India.
Brahmin community is, as now, no except from
such social practice in the past. This view
asserted the logic of applying two different
terms as synonyms to refer to the same
kinswoman in the same status. That the view
that the tay, cirravvai and péravvai were not the

of the accession of the pious Asoka, it was
assumed that he had one elder brother called

: Sumana.9 In another study relying on a latter

of two different terms tay and avvai which are : cpronicle, it was said that he had many uterine

synonyms to each other referring to the : prothersand sisters. This study further says that

mothers of the same family-unit spoken of in @ he ascended the throne through fratricide.10

the inscription gives us a clue to know the : |fsg, inhis case of accession, primogeniture had

no role. In analyzing the political history of the
Pandyas K.V.Raman says that the Pandya ruler
: Sri-Maran-sri-Vallabha (815-862 CE) chose his
younger son as the prince designate in 860
CE.11 N.Sethuraman also held the same view.12
Strikingly, in all the cases primogeniture was
: not strictly followed.

uterine sisters can be proved by the fact thatas : parriage System

latter two are not described as tayotu- :

utappirantal. Hence, they could be treated as :

the co-wives of ego’s mother. Therefore, it is : the practice of polygamy during the medieval

explicit that cirravvai and péravvai were period of Tamil Country. It specifically speaks

certainly the other wives of ego’s father. So, it of cross-cousin marriage which is the sui generis

is our hypothesis that the ego’s father might be of Dravidian / Tamilian culture.13 In the

polygamy. In other words, we can say that the : inscription, it is said that the ego’s maternal

mother of ego was one of the wives of his father. : uncle, his brother, his father’s brother got

That was why his mother only is specifically : Married with their respective cross-cousins

referred to as tay. Thus, his co-mothers are : (daughters of maternal uncles). The relation

described as cirravvai and péravvai. It attests : between the bride grooms and their respective

that even from the polygamous family of the . maternal uncles is described as ivarkalukku-

medieval period of Tamil Country, a son of only pillai-kotutta-maman (uncle who married their

one mother was permitted to register his : daughter to their nephews). It is established in

candidature for local election. This could : @" anthro_pologlcal study that mutuaTI
certainly minimize the power exercise of a : understanding and truthfulness are the merit
. I . : of such marriage.14 This would make a cycle of
particular family involved in local assembly. At : =~~~ ) o ) ]
this iuncture. it has to be recalled that in the distributing the brides within the lineage. With
) J, T : this account, we can say that such a system of
epic literature Ramayana, of the sons of three : . ..
legitimat ) f the Ki b dh : matrimony would be the binding force of the
egiimate wives c,) ‘e 'Ng Lasaradna, . landholding members of UMCVM for three
Bharadha a son of Kaikeyi was chosen to ascend : . . .
the th 3 Rest of hi ¢ ther t : successive generations. A point has to be made
‘e rone.c Rest of s sons r.om other two : here that by way of practicing the maternal
wives were kept off from assuming the power. : . ) S .
| c h ] H h ho cross-cousin marriage which is a unique feature
t makes us.to ave a view that t 9ug : of Tamil culture, the Brahmin-s of UMCVM also
Dasaradha’s wives had equal status domestically, : -
liticall iorit ¢ it : became Tamilised themselves. In other words,
POl _c_a Y sen|or|_ Y was. not pre-requisite : we can say that Brahmin clergy community
condition for the king-designate to ascend the : . - . .
i ; ) ) : while brahminsing the Tamils religiously,
throne in pre-modern India. In the discussion : - .
. Tamilised themselves anthropologically.

A close study of the inscription explained

By, G @pariufir
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(Telugu stock) was “ the system of Dravidian :

for political consolidation. Thomas R.

Trautmann. (1981) Dravidian Kinship, :

Cambridge University Press, New York.
p.390;394.

14.

P 17.

Bakthavatcala Bharathi, in the light of Levi-

Strauss’s theory of the structure of kinship

studied the marriage system in Tamil

: 19.

country. His view on interaction between
. Note:

land right and matriarchal marriage system :
would concur with the patterns described :

and Spottishwoode, London.
Appendix |

Kinship Terms in inscriptional text

01. cirravvai—younger co-wife of ego’s mother Appendix II

( younger co-mother of ego)

02.
elder co-mother of ego)

03.
younger co-wife of ego’s mother

04.
elder co-wife of ego’s mother

05.
06.

attay— sister of ego’s father

sister of ego’s father
07.
08.

maman — brother of ego’s mother

brother of ego’s mother
09.
10.
11.

tay — ego’s mother
tammappan— ego’s father

brother of ego’s father tan — the ego

12.
brother

13. braahmani — ego’s wife

dynasty (Tamil stock) and the Raustrakuta-s : 14-

Kinship” which led the Dravidian dynasties 15.

: 16.

brahmaniyotuutappirantan — uterine
brother of ego’s wife
pillaikotutta maman — ego’s father in law

utappirantalaivéttan —the husband of ego’s
sister

utappirantalmakkal - male descendants of
ego’s uterine sister

18. tanmakalaivettamarukan - husband of ego’s

daughter
tanmakan — ego’s son

Louis Dumont viewed the concept of

in epigraphs. BhakathavatcalaBharathi, . hierarchy and power relating to Varna and Caste

Tamils’ Anthropology @i wrefl efwed. to understand the Indian social context. He

(2004). Meyyappan Tamil research Centre, : seemed to say that hierarchy is the determining
Chennai, p.44; see Levis Strauss, The factor to attain the power. This point may be
Elementary Structure of Kinship. : taken to vis_ua.lize th.e hierarchy among t.he
(1969[1949: Original French Edition]), Eyre | e Pers within family and extended family,

! . strictly speaking about the ruling stock. Spatial

and temporal context in terms of age and order
: of the birth among the siblings would mark the
: hierarchy.

cirravvaimakkal —the male descendants of

pérawvai — elder co-wife of ego’s mother ( Translation of the inscriptional text

Those who referred to as ego’s kinsfolk are
: the descendants of his younger co-mother;

: descendants of his elder co-mother;

péravvaimakkal — the male descendants of descendants of his maternal uncle; uterine

. brother of his mother; uterine brother of his
: father; his uterine brother; the uncles who got
¢ married their daughters to the above stated

attaymakkal — the male descendants of

kinsmen; uterine brother of his wife; husband

. of his uterine sister; descendants of his sister;
: son-in-law who married his daughter; his father
¢ and his son.

mamanmakkal — the male descendants of :

tamappanotuutappirantan — uterine

tannotu utappirantan — ego’s uterine

#Itis originally published in Prof. V.I.Subramoniam
(the founder Vice-Chancellor of Tamil
University,Thanjavur) Commemoration Volume
Il, 2015. Here, it is revised and enlarged to mark
Prof.V.I.Subramoniam’s the centennial celebration.

Columnist: Professor,Tamil University, Thanjavur,
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